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SECTION THREE 
Highlights of Recent AISD Achievements 

 

 
Following are highlights of recent achievements made by AISD. For more 
information about these and other AISD achievements, please visit the AISD website 
at www.austinisd.org. 
 
! As indicated in the table below, from 2003 to 2004, Texas Assessment of 

Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) passing rates increased in all subject areas for all 
AISD students and each student group.   

 
Ethnicity Reading Writing Math Social  

Studies 
Science 

 % ∆ % ∆ % ∆ % ∆ % ∆ 
African American 71 +9 86 +16 54 +9 81 +8 46 +12
Hispanic 73 +8 85 +11 62 +9 78 +6 51 +12
White 94 +4 96 +2 90 +5 97 +3 90 +9
All Students 81 +7 89 +8 72 +8 86 +4 66 +10

 
  % =  Percentage of students meeting passing standard in 2004 
         ∆ =  Change from 2003 in percentage points 
 
! Seven AISD campuses were rated Exemplary and 16 were rated Recognized by 

the Texas Education Agency in 2004. 
 
! Pillow Elementary School was honored as a National Blue Ribbon School in 

2004. 
 
! AISD recently ranked sixth on the Forbes list of “Best Education in the Biggest 

Cities,” after Boston, Salt Lake City, Raleigh, New Orleans, and Philadelphia. 
 
! In 2004, 89% of responding high school seniors indicated on exit surveys that 

they intended to continue their education. 
 
! In 2004, 145 AISD students were named for National Merit achievement. 
 
! From 2003 to 2004, AISD high schools realized approximately a 6% increase in 

college applications and an 11% increase in scholarship funds received. 
 
! From 2000 to 2003, AISD’s four-year high school completion rate increased 

from 87.1% to 93.8%. 
 
! From 2000 to 2004, AISD students graduating on the State Recommended High 

School Plan increased from 24% to 69%. 
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! From 2000 to 2004, the number of Advanced Placement exams taken by AISD 

students increased by 33.2%. 
  
! In 2004, AISD students earned an average composite score of 1,032 on the 

2004 SAT college entrance exam, exceeding the state and national averages by 
40 and six points, respectively. 

 
! AISD’s Gifted and Talented Program served 6,231 students in 2004.  
 
! In 2004, 60 AISD students graduated with recognition in the International 

Baccalaureate Program. 
 
! AISD’s current tax rate of $1.623/$100 valuation is the lowest of any school 

district in Central Texas. 
 
! AISD recently received the state’s highest rating of Superior Achievement under 

the Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas.   
 
! A recent study by the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce stated that AISD’s 

schools are comparable if not superior to the benchmarked cities of Denver, 
Phoenix, Raleigh-Durham, and Seattle. 

 
! In 2004, with strong voter approval, AISD passed a major bond initiative totaling 

$519.5 million for new school construction and other improvements. 
 
! Austin Community College (ACC) and AISD recently collaborated on College 

Connection, a program designed to introduce more students to higher education 
while still in high school, and to encourage those students to pursue post-
secondary education. This program provides all AISD graduates with an 
opportunity to receive full admission to ACC.   

 
! The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency recently inducted AISD as a member 

of its Green Power Leadership Club. AISD is the largest purchaser of green 
power among all public school districts in the nation, and the tenth-largest 
overall purchaser in the nation. 

 
! In 2004, AISD added 19 National Board Certified teachers to its ranks, bringing 

the total to 67, more than any other school district in Texas.  
 
! In 2004, over 10,000 AISD students in grades K-5 participated in Marathon Kids, 

a fitness program in which children run a marathon (26.2 miles) in increments, 
combined with eating nutritionally. 


