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SECTION TWO 
Community and District Profile 

 

 
Austin, named for Texas colonist and political leader Stephen F. Austin, was 
chartered as the capital of the Republic of Texas in 1839, and became the state 
capital when Texas was admitted to the Union in 1845.  Austin, which also serves as 
the county seat of Travis County, is located on the Colorado River in Central Texas 
along the transition between the rugged Texas Hill Country and the fertile Gulf 
Coastal Plain.  
 
From Barton Springs and the Highland Lakes to scenic hills and one of the largest 
bat colonies in North America, the natural features of the Austin are major attractions 
to both residents and visitors. Austin is also a vibrant cultural center. Austin is one of 
the  few cities in the United States with its own symphony, opera, and ballet, and is 
known as the “Live Music Capital of the World.” Austin is also home to numerous art 
galleries, museums, and theater companies. The University of Texas at Austin is 
one of the nation’s largest research universities, and several other institutions of 
higher learning are located in the Austin area. Austin is recognized as one of the 
nation’s intellectual capitals and as a draw to creative people of all types. 
 
Austin, known as the “Silicon Hills,” has become one of the nation’s prominent high-
tech centers. Austin is now one of the top wireless cities. Austin has also become 
one of the top locations in the nation for filmmaking. Austin is consistently ranked 
highly in many national “best places” lists, including best places to live and work, 
best places for business, best places to raise a family, and best places to retire. 
 
It is not surprising that Austin continues to be one of the fastest-growing cities in the 
state and in the nation. In 2002, the population of Austin was estimated at 680,899 
and the population of the Austin-San Marcos Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) – 
which includes Bastrop, Hays, Caldwell, Travis, and Williamson counties – was 
estimated at 1,306,627.  It is also not surprising that people from all over the nation 
and the world choose to live in Austin, providing for a population rich in diversity.  
 
As indicated in the AISD Basic Data on the following page, the almost 80,000 
students enrolled in the 111 schools of AISD are reflective of this diverse population. 
The boundaries of AISD include most of the City of Austin and much of Travis 
County.  Of the 29 public school districts in the MSA, AISD is the largest, followed by 
Round Rock, Leander, Pflugerville, Hays, Georgetown, Bastrop, Del Valle, San 
Marcos, and Eanes. AISD is also the third-largest employer in the MSA, behind the 
University of Texas and Dell.   
 
    Note: Additional information on trends in the Austin area related to population, economy, and 
 education is included in Section Fourteen. 
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AISD BASIC DATA, 2004-2005 
 

Our Students1  
 

African American 10,662 13.33%
Asian 2,222 2.78%
Hispanic 43,747 54.72%
Native American 197 0.25%
White 23,122 28.92%
TOTAL 79,950 100.00%

 
Economically Disadvantaged  = 46,831 (58.58%) 
Limited English Proficiency (LEP) = 18,169 (22.73%) 

 
Our Schools1 

 

Elementary Schools 74
Middle Schools 17
High Schools 12
Special Campuses 8
TOTAL 111

 
Our Employees2 

 

Teachers 5,388
Administrators 388
Other Professionals 802
Other Employees 4,136
TOTAL 10,714

 
Average Teacher Salary = $40,500 
AISD is the third-largest employer in the MSA 

 
Our Budget2 

 

Operations* $656,104,017
Food Service $27,350,456
Debt Service $48,166,986
TOTAL $731,621,459

 
Tax Rate = $1.623/$100 valuation (lowest of any school district  

in Central Texas) 
Taxable Value = $40,191,751,980 
Bonded Debt = $449,036,948 
Recapture (Chapter 41) Payment = $135,501,051 
*Net Operational Budget (after Recapture) = $520,602,966 
Net Operational Expenditure per Student = $6,512 

 
  1Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS), 11/04 
 

2AISD Close-Up, 2004-2005 


