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AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Carruth Administration Center

SPECIAL MEETING                              OCTOBER 21, 2002

Presiding Officer






 President Doyle A. Valdez

On this the 21st day of October 2002, at 6:15 p.m., the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District convened in the Carruth Administration Center Auditorium, 1111 West 6th Street, Austin, Texas, and announced that it would convene in Executive Session under the provisions of Chapter 551 (Open Meetings), Sections 551.074 and 551.071.  The following members were present, to wit:  Cheryl Bradley, Johna Edwards, John Fitzpatrick, Rudy Montoya, Jr., Robert Schneider, Ingrid Taylor, Doyle Valdez, Ave Wahrmund, and Patricia Whiteside.

President Valdez called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.

The Board found and determined that, in accordance with the policies and Order of this Board and with Chapter 551 (Open Meetings) of the Texas Government Code, as amended, the notice of the meeting has been properly complied with, including the posting of notice as to time, date, place of the meeting, and the subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

President Valdez called the Executive Session to order at 6:42 p.m. to consult with legal counsel in the matter of and to hear the Level IV grievance of Sandy Compian and consult with its attorneys to receive legal counsel or advice on a matter which the school district’s legal counsel determines should be confidential.  The Board adjourned the Executive Session at 8:27 p.m. 

President Valdez reconvened the meeting at 8:34 p.m.

Level IV Grievance of Sandy Compian

Ave Wahrmund made a motion that the Board of Trustees affirms the decision of the Level III Hearing Officer and denies the relief requested by the Grievant.  Doyle Valdez seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

Development of Austin ISD Agenda for the 78th Legislative Session

Dr. David Duty, Director of Special Projects and Intergovernmental Relations, presented the proposed AISD Agenda for the 78th Legislative Session. 

Dan Casey, of Moak Casey consultants, reviewed the issues and trends facing public education in the coming Legislative Session and anticipation of more changes than has been seen in 15-20 years.

Discussion included the following:  unique situation for AISD with defining characteristics of Chapter 41, Social Security, high poverty, high cost of living, $1.50 cap for Maintenance and Operations, and large urban district; the history of the District’s situation with Social Security; definition of Chapter 42; and the cost of education index.   

Dr. Duty reviewed the “Rising Costs Meet Rising Expectations” Texas School Alliance report which is a part of the information sharing plan and materials (The Toolkit) to be used by the Alliance that would be customized and localized for various stakeholders.  

Discussion regarding the District’s Legislative Agenda included the following:  Chapter 41; transportation costs are not reimbursed to Chapter 41 districts; the affect on WADA count; and charter schools. 

Ingrid Taylor proposed the following changes for the District’s 78th Legislative Session Agenda, as shown in the Official Board Agenda:  change first bullet under School Funding to “maintaining equity levels in school funding,” change heading of Student Performance to Student Achievement; change heading of Personnel and Benefits to Teachers and Staff; change School Funding, sixth bullet, referring to specialized centers instead of magnet programs; under Personnel heading move the last bullet to second bullet; and moving School Funding fifteenth bullet regarding increasing the state funding under heading of Student Achievement.

Dr. Duty noted that a luncheon would be scheduled with the Travis County Delegation for discussion of legislative agenda.

John Fitzpatrick noted that the top three legislative issues for the District should be identified; should map different relationships; assign responsibility for those relationships by developing a spreadsheet; and developing a plan for reaching out to internal and external constituencies.

President Valdez stressed the importance of Board involvement with the community to provide information regarding school finance.

After Board review and by Board consensus, Dr. Duty was directed to have the Legislative Agenda on the next Regular Board Meeting Consent Agenda. 

President Valdez noted that GP 1 and 2 Monitoring would be on the October 28th Board Agenda before the Debriefing and not televised.  Patricia Whiteside was designated as the gatherer for the GP individual Trustee monitoring reports.  Ms. Whiteside announced that the reports would be due to her on Thursday, October 24th.

Debriefing

President Valdez announced that Debriefing would not take place.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 10:25 p.m.
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Doyle Valdez, President of the Board

_________________________________ 

Ave Wahrmund, Secretary of the Board

