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SUBJECT:
TEA Waiver for Modified Schedule on TAKS Testing Days

PRESENTER:
Dr. Maria Whitsett


RECOMMENDATION

That the Board approve a TEA Waiver relating to the modification of the 2003 – 2004 schedule for TAKS testing days.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) requires that a school district submit an application for expedited state waivers if the district wants to modify the schedule for TAKS testing days. This application must be submitted to TEA at least thirty (30) days prior to the testing date. TAKS testing dates for 2004 are scheduled for February 24 and April 27-29.  TEA has approved Austin ISD’s requests for each year that expedited requests have been submitted.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS
Pursuant to Texas Education Code Sec. 25.081, the requested waiver will allow Austin ISD to modify its schedule of classes on TAKS testing days during the current school year to reduce interruptions during testing periods. This waiver is approved yearly and will apply to the 2003-2004 school year.  The District Advisory Council (DAC) reviewed this year’s proposed waiver request on November 18, 2003, and approved bringing the waiver request forward to Trustees for approval and submission to TEA.  The affected TAKS testing dates for 2004 are scheduled for February 24 and April 27-29.  

ACTION REQUIRED
Board approval and the signatures of Superintendent Forgione and President Valdez on the attached waiver form.

CONTACT PERSONS
Maria Whitsett

Gloria Zyskowski
