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SUBJECT:
Approval of Shared Services Agreement for TARGET Grant, English Language Arts “Making the Connections” (EL-12)



PRESENTER:
Dr. Peggy Gordon, Area 4 Superintendent




Julie Lyons, Director Grant Development and Program Support
RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District authorize the Superintendent to enter into a shared services agreement as one of sixteen partners in the Technology Applications Readiness Grants for Empowering Texas grant, English Language Arts “Making the Connections”, submitted to TEA by the Birdville Independent School District who will be the fiscal agent for the grant.  The two high schools listed in this grant are Lyndon Baines Johnson High School (including the Liberal Arts and Science Academy) and Travis High School.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION


The two AISD high schools listed in the grant were also partners in a similar submission for a prior Technology Integration in Education grant cycle that was not funded. The total funds requested in the Making the Connections proposal is approximately $ 1,000,000 for eighteen months beginning in January 2003.  The grant may be renewed for two one-year extensions.  For the two AISD high schools involved, the Shared Service Agreement is in the amount of $15,924.  Primary expenditures will be for staff training, substitutes, laptops, multimedia equipment, and supplies to implement the stated objectives.


ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS


The Director of the Liberal Arts and Science Academy and the principals of LBJ High School and Travis High School have been consulted about the project. Pertinent central office staff at AISD have also reviewed the grant proposal and approved the program objectives and goals.  


All teachers involved in the program will be trained in the use of technology and will have continual ongoing access to communication with each teacher involved in the sixteen districts. 


ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval

CONTACT PERSON(S)

Dr. Betty Stapp, Director of Liberal Arts and Science Academy

Alan Towler, Grants Specialist

Brenda Burrell, Principal LBJ High School

