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SUBJECT:

Pam Atkins, Davis Elementary School Physical Education Teacher




Receives 2002 Disney’s American Teacher Award (EL-3)

PRESENTER:
Dr. Larry D. Lewis




Area 5 Superintendent

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District recognize and congratulate Pam Atkins, Physical Education Teacher at Davis Elementary School for being selected as a national honoree for the 2002 Disney’s American Teacher Award.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION


The Disney American Teacher Award honors teachers who construct creative learning environments in which students and teachers explore, imagine and engage in a variety of thought-provoking experiences.  Only 32 teachers were selected from more than 185,000 nominations submitted by students, parents, educators and community members representing all regions of the country.


ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS


The Walt Disney Company will award all national honorees $10,000 each, with their respective schools receiving $5,000.  In addition to the awards ceremony and monetary contributions, national honorees will participate in a unique professional development program focused on innovative approaches to teaching and learning and leadership development.  The teachers and their principals will attend a workshop in October 2003 at the Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, Florida, where they will learn how to share their creative teaching practices, and also develop an action plan focused on improving professional collaboration and teacher learning in their schools during the 2003-2004 school year.


ACTION REQUIRED

Board approval.

CONTACT PERSON(S)

Dr. Larry D. Lewis

Dr. Douglas Hall

Board Recognition Statement

Pam Atkins, Davis Elementary School Physical Education Teacher, receives 2002 Disney’s American Teacher Award

I am honored to recognize Pam Atkins, Physical Education Teacher at Davis Elementary School, for receiving the 2002 Disney’s American Teacher Award.  The Disney American Teacher Award honors teachers who construct creative learning environments in which students and teachers explore, imagine and engage in a variety of thought-provoking experiences.  

Only 32 winners were selected from more than 185,000 nominations.  The Walt Disney Company will award all national honorees $10,000 each, with their respective schools receiving $5,000.  In addition to the awards ceremony and monetary contributions, the teachers and their principals will attend a workshop in October 2003 at the Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, Florida, where they will learn how to share their creative teaching practices, and also develop an action plan focused on improving professional collaboration and teacher learning in their schools during the 2003-2004 school year.

It is with great pride that the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District commends and congratulates Pam Atkins, Physical Education Teacher at Davis Elementary School, for this outstanding achievement, and her principal, Dr. Doug Hall. 

