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SUBJECT:
Recognition of Jonathan Harris, AP/IB Biology Teacher at Anderson High School, Recipient of the Milken Family Foundation National Educator Award

PRESENTER:
Dr. Rosalinda Hernandez


Associate Superintendent for High Schools

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District recognize and congratulate Anderson High School Science teacher, Jonathan Harris, for winning the Milken 

Family Foundation National Educator Award.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Based on guidelines established by the Foundation, participants must meet the following criteria for selection:  Exceptional educational talent as evidenced by outstanding instructional practices in the classroom; outstanding accomplishment and strong long-range potential for professional and policy leadership; and engaging and inspiring presence that motivates and impacts students.  Jonathan is in his eighth year at Anderson High School.  He holds National Board Certification, the highest credential a teacher can have, is head of the science department and teaches biology, physics, and anatomy and physiology.  He was the school’s Teacher of the Year for 2001 – 2002.

ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval

CONTACT PERSON

Dr. Rosalinda Hernandez
BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

Recognition of Jonathan Harris, Anderson High School Teacher, Recipient of the Milken Family Foundation National Educator Award


It is my distinct honor to recognize Anderson High School Advanced Placement/International Baccalaureate teacher, Jonathan Harris, for receiving the Milken Family Foundation’s National Educator Award, which carries with it a $25,000 cash prize.


The Milken Family Foundation National Educator Awards program was created in 1985 to celebrate the efforts of some of our nation’s most outstanding teachers, principals and specialists in K-12 education.  Mr. Harris was selected for this award because of his great repertoire of teaching strategies and techniques that motivate his students and keep them interested, even when the concepts are difficult or daunting.  Mr. Harris has taught biology, physics, anatomy and physiology for 11 years, and he is the first and only National Board Certified Teacher in Texas for the area of Adolescence and Young Adult Science.


It is with great pride that the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District commends and congratulates Jonathan Harris and his Principal at Anderson High School, Dr. David Kernwein.

