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RECOMMENDATION
That the Board of Trustees designate November as ”Native American Month” in the Austin Independent School District and commend the Native American Parents Committee for its continuing efforts on behalf of AISD children.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The month of November is observed nationally as Native American Heritage Month and the Austin ISD has joined in this celebration.  The observance focuses on appreciating the influences and contributions of Native Americans in the professional, cultural, religious, educational and political life of our State and Nation.  Attention is being directed to programs that enhance academic skills of Native American students, and cultural awareness among all students.  

Powwow in the Schools will be coming to Austin ISD classrooms October 28-31.  This program is developed and sponsored by the Texas Folklife Resources and supported by the Native American Parents Committee.  It brings traditional Native American artists and craftspeople into invited classes, grades 4-12, to discuss art forms and share facts about contemporary American Indian life and culture.

On November 2, 2002, the 11th annual Austin Independent School District’s Austin Powwow will be held at Burger Center.  The powwow includes a special education program in the morning designed to increase cultural awareness for Austin ISD students.  




ACTION REQUIRED




Board Approval




CONTACT PERSONS




Gloria Williams




Patricia Hamrick

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Native Americans have contributed significantly to the history of Texas and the United States; and

WHEREAS, all Americans will benefit in being aware of these contributions and achievements; and
WHEREAS, the Austin ISD looks forward to expanded services and programs in the area of Native American heritage; and

WHEREAS, some schools will be contributing to this awareness through instructional programs and special activities; and

WHEREAS, staff, students and parents are encouraged to join in community activities and celebrations,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District recognizes the outstanding and rich cultural heritage of Native Americans and acknowledges November, 2002, as Native American Heritage Month in all schools.
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