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SUBJECT:

America’s Safe Schools Week

PRESENTER:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook, Chief Academic Officer

RECOMMENDATION

Approve the attached resolution declaring October 19-25, 2003, as Safe Schools Week in the Austin Independent School District for the 2003-2004 school year and recognizing the contributions of SafePlace.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The week of October 19-25, 2003, will be recognized and celebrated as America’s Safe Schools Week.  This observance is an initiative of the National School Safety Center in cooperation with government and education officials across the nation.  Local community leaders in education, business, law enforcement and social services collaborate to focus public attention on school safety issues and crime prevention.

Since 1997 SafePlace and the Austin Independent School District have collaborated in Expect Respect, a primary prevention program funded by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. This project uses a whole-school approach to preventing bullying and student-to-student sexual harassment. 

Last year, Expect Respect was chosen as a Promising Practice by the National Resource Center on Domestic Violence. SafePlace provided Expect Respect Presentations to 2,530 middle and high school students in 109 classrooms in the 2002-03 school year.

SafePlace has also worked closely with the school district in developing board polices and regulations to prevent and deal effectively with incidents of bullying and dating violence.  The Board of Trustees approved these policies on September 29, 2003.


ACTION REQUIRED
Approval

CONTACT PERSON(S)

John Moore II

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

RESOLUTION



WHEREAS, excellence in education is dependent on safe, secure and peaceful school settings; and



WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of all citizens to enhance learning experiences of young people by supporting positive student behaviors, ensuring fair and effective discipline, promoting good citizenship, and generally make school safe and secure; and



WHEREAS, community leaders in education, business and law enforcement and social service agencies, such as SafePlace collaborate to focus public attention on school safety, and crime prevention; and 



WHEREAS, SafePlace has made significant contributions in assisting campuses in preventing and dealing effectively with incidents of bullying and dating violence;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District acknowledges the contributions of SafePlace in promoting safe and violence-free schools through their work on the Anti-Bully policies and providing school-based services and declare October 19 through October 25, 2003, as Safe Schools Week in the Austin ISD.
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DOYLE VALDEZ

President







_______________________________







AVE WAHRMUND

Secretary

