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SUBJECT:

RESULT 5 - Citizenship: Discuss Indicators, Benchmarks, and 

Performance Targets



PRESENTER:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook, Chief Academic Officer




John Moore, Executive Director, Educational Support Services




Wanda Flowers, Director, Student Support Services



RECOMMENDATION

None, as this is a Board information and discussion item during the first year of building toward full RESULTS policy monitoring.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION


The centerpiece of the Board’s adoption of the “policy governance” model is our RESULTS policies.  These policies delineate what the Austin community believes our students should know and be able to do.  The monitoring of RESULTS policies is built over time.  During the first year of policy governance, the administration must identify the metrics to be used to benchmark and measure reasonable growth over time.


RESULTS policy 5 states:


“All students will be productive members of the community and know the values of democracy.”


Students will:


5.1 Understand and respect the broad range of cultures, 

languages and belief structures in our community.


5.2 Demonstrate civic responsibility:



5.2.1 vote and participate in the political process.


5.2.2 contribute positively to the community, including

volunteering.


5.2.3 be good stewards of the environment.


Citizenship is a strand of the State standards, the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and the district social studies curriculum.  Students are required to successfully complete history and geography courses to ensure that they have the knowledge and understanding about various cultures and their beliefs. 


The Recommended High School Program, which the Board adopted in January 2002 as the default graduation plan, not only requires 3½ years of specific social studies courses, but also requires all students to complete two years of a Language Other than English.  Because these courses contain a cultural component that aids students in understanding the language of various cultures, respect for others and their beliefs is generally enhanced.


Within and beyond the classroom activities students also engage in service learning, perform community service and participate in campus and community activities, and thereby, enhance their understanding of others while allowing them to contribute back to society as a whole.


ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS


To develop performance indicators and targets for RESULTS policy 5 on Citizenship, it is important to note that this RESULTS policy requires students to not only learn and understand, but also to demonstrate their learning.  The demonstration of their learning often takes place outside of the academic setting of the school, thus we must develop procedures to capture data that shows the activities, projects and services that students participate in and the number and grade level of the students involved.


To monitor the District’s progress toward accomplishing RESULTS policy 5 on Citizenship, the following performance indicators and targets are suggested:


      Proposed Citizenship Performance Indicators and Targets

	5.1 Students will understand and respect the broad range of cultures, languages and belief structures in our community

	Performance Indicators
	Performance Targets
	Monitoring Frequency

	Number of Schools Provided Culturally Relevant/Diversed Learning Opportunities 
	100% of campuses will provide culturally relevant and culturally diversed learning opportunities as described in Cultural Connections Task Force Recommendation #15.
	Annually


	5.1 Students will understand and respect the broad range of cultures, languages and belief structures in our community

	Performance Indicators
	Performance Targets
	Monitoring Frequency

	Percentage of Students Completing the Recommended High School Program (RHSP) Requirements
	Increase by 10% the percentage of students completing the RHSP to achieve 95% by 2005-06.  

Percentage of students completing the RHSP in previous years:

2000      2001      2002    2003* 

24.1%   45.3%    54.4%  64.5%

*This PEIMS data is unofficial until January 2003
	Annually


	5.2.1 Students will vote and participate in the political process.

	Performance Indicators
	Performance Targets
	Monitoring Frequency

	Number of Secondary Schools Providing Opportunities Based on a Principals’ Survey

(Baseline data as to how many students at each grade level participated will also be compiled.)
	100% of secondary campuses will provide opportunities for students to vote and participate in student government and/or political process activities.
	Annually


	5.2.2 & 5.2.3 Students will contribute positively to the community, including volunteering and will be good stewards of the environment.

	Performance Indicators
	Performance Targets
	Monitoring Frequency

	Number of Campuses Providing Opportunities Based on Multiple Surveys

(Baseline data as to how many students at each grade level participated will also be compiled.)
	100% of students will be afforded the opportunity to perform community service and/or participate in environmental projects.
	Annually



ACTION REQUIRED
None.  This is an Information Item.
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