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SUBJECT:
Proclamation for the Community Mentor Protégé Initiative (CMPI)

PRESENTER:
Edward J. Fuentes, Ph.D.

Deputy Superintendent for Bilingual Education and Human Resources Development




RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees approve the attached proclamation celebrating the work of the Community Mentor Protégé Initiative.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

In 1997, the Austin Independent School District worked with representatives from the Association of General Contractors, the Association of Builders and Contractors, the Hispanic Contractors’ Association, the Black Contractors’ Association, Capital Metro, the City of Austin, Travis County, and other community organizations to explore ways to involve more small, local and historically underutilized business (HUB) construction firms in the 1996 Bond Program.

From this effort, the CMPI was born.  The initiative began as a subcommittee of the group mentioned above and began pairing small and HUBs with large, established contractors to assist the smaller firms building their capacity, financial strength, and ability to participate in the 1996 Bond Program projects.  The small, local, and HUB participation determined as a percentage of the total dollars awarded during the 1996 Bond Program was approximately 35%.

The CMPI has planned a celebratory event on October 9, 2002.  The Board of Trustees and key Austin ISD management staff have been invited to attend the festivities.  In addition, the following proclamation has been prepared for approval by the Board of Trustees.

ACTION REQUIRED

Board approval.

CONTACT PERSONS

Edward J. Fuentes

Paul Turner

PROCLAMATION



WHEREAS, in 1997 the Austin ISD began to explore ways to involve more small, local and historically underutilized business (HUB) construction firms in the district’s 1996 Bond Program; and,



WHEREAS, the Community Mentor Protégé Initiative began as a response to this leadership by the Austin ISD; and,



WHEREAS, the Austin ISD has a vested interest in the progress and development of the business community and in the minority business community in particular; and,



WHEREAS, Austin ISD has, through its programs, demonstrated a unique understanding of the contributions that healthy and prosperous businesses can make to the community as a whole; and,



WHEREAS, the Community Mentor Protégé Initiative, known as CMPI has demonstrated its effectiveness in contributing to the growth of HUBs through its innovative program of pairing small HUBs with large successful firms; and,



WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Austin ISD joins the City of Austin and Travis County in recognizing this innovative business development program;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Board of Trustees of the Austin ISD does hereby declare the date of October 9, 2002, as Community Mentor Protégé Initiative Day in the Austin ISD and extends congratulations and recognition to CMPI for their positive contributions to the Austin business community.


_____________________




__________________________


  Date






Doyle Valdez, President









__________________________









Ave Wahrmund, Secretary

October 7, 2002








