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SUBJECT:

Attendance Accounting Waiver for Virtual School Pilot (VSP):


Providing Increased Learning Opportunities for Texas Students
PRESENTER:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook, Deputy Superintendent


Dr. Gloria L. Williams, Director School Support Services


RECOMMENDATION


That the Board of Trustees approve the TEA waiver from the


Attendance accounting standards for half-day and full-day 


Foundation School Funding as recommended for  VSP Programs.


BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Senate Bill 975, passed by the 77th Legislature, called for the Commissioner to establish a program to examine state policies, requirements, or restrictions impacting districts that offer electronic courses to local students who are not physically present for all or part of those courses.  As part of implementing SB 975, districts providing online-electronic courses to students were invited to participate in a virtual school pilot program that began  


January 3, 2002 through August 31, 2002.  Austin ISD was one of the districts selected to participate in the first year pilot.

The intent of the pilot was to gather data to allow TEA to make recommendations that would enable quality online learning and identify viable state funding for these courses and instructional programs.  No funding was provided through SB 975.  However, restrictions for funding, Foundation School Program (FSP) state aid, based upon average daily attendance (ADA) may be waived so that a district may receive partial or full funding for students taking online-electronic courses off campus.

AISD completed the first year pilot on August 31, 2002.  On September 3, 2002, TEA notified the district that the Commissioner made a determination to continue the pilot and AISD was approved to participate for the 2002-2003 school year.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

The current attendance accounting standards require at least 120 and 240 minutes of actual instruction for half-day and full-day FSP state aid funding, respectively.  This waiver will allow AISD to (1) extend the current DELTA Program to 20 at-risk high school students, who because of parenting and working situations, are unable to return to school to complete graduation requirements, and (2) receive partial ADA for students who complete online course work at home.

The 2002-2003 year pilot will continue as a partnership effort with Computers for Learning, NCS Learn, Inc. (NovaNet), and Grande Network Communications, and AISD.  Computers For Learning will (1) provide and maintain, at no cost to AISD, the upkeep of twenty laptops that will be loaned to student participants for completion of online course work at home, and (2) train all students on how to use the laptop.  NCS, Inc. is allowing us to load their curriculum at no additional fee.  

Student participants are required to (1) complete enrollment application; (2) sign a letter of intent to comply with all terms and conditions for the 180 day pilot beginning September 3, 2002-June 13, 2003; (3) participate in a pre-program orientation and a one-hour technology training; (4) sign a laptop loan agreement, along with parent/guardian; (5) complete at least three courses; (6) log on to work for a minimum of fifteen hours per week and demonstrate 85% mastery for all work completed; (7) complete all end-of-course exams and state tests; and (8) communicate with program teacher weekly.

During the January-August 2002 pilot year, 36 students enrolled in the VSP.

· Two students graduated

· Twelve students returned to traditional high school

· Eight students were dropped for failure to meet standards agreed upon in their letter of intent

· Four students earned one semester course credit

· Four students earned two semester course credits

· One student earned three semester course credits

· Three students are still  working toward earning course credits.

ACTION  REQUIRED

Board approval.
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Dr. Gloria L. Williams

Jeff Meyers

