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SUBJECT:
Technology Applications Readiness Grants for Empowering Texas (TARGET) Grant Application



PRESENTER:
Joy McLarty, PhD.

RECOMMENDATION
Approval to apply for TARGET grant in collaboration with university, school districts, and private school partners.  Board of Trustees approval is required by TEA prior to submission of the grant proposal.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The TARGET student and teacher initiative is a technology grant that will specifically target high needs schools.  TARGET projects are designed to enhance education through the implementation of high-quality continuous professional development for educator technology literacy, the integration of technology in the classroom, or the increased access of technology for high need students to become technologically literate by the end of the eighth grade. 

With the Board of Trustees consent, Austin ISD and its partners--Leander ISD, Education Service Center, Region 13, St. Edwards University, and several Austin-area private schools--will submit a proposal for a three-year TARGET grant that aims to improve reading and technology literacy for fourth and fifth grade students.  This goal will be accomplished by 1) integrating a technology-based reading intervention program, 2) providing mentoring and professional development in the integration of technology into reading instruction, and 3) developing assessments to measure students’ technology literacy levels as mandated by the TEKS. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

The implementation of a TARGET grant is designed to specifically address reading gaps as identified through District benchmark tests aligned with the TEKS and is consistent with the Texas Long-Range Plan for Technology’s goals for all students to be technology literate by eighth grade. 

ACTION REQUIRED
Board Approval
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Dr. Joy McLarty
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