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SUBJECT:

America’s Safe Schools Week

PRESENTER:
Mel Waxler


RECOMMENDATION

Approve the attached resolution declaring October 20-26, 2002, as Safe Schools Week in the Austin Independent School District for the 2002-2003 school year.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The week of October 20-26, 2002, will be recognized and celebrated as America’s Safe Schools Week.  This observance is an initiative of the National School Safety Center in cooperation with government and education officials across the nation.  Local community leaders in education, business, law enforcement and social services collaborate to focus public attention on school safety issues and crime prevention.

The Greater Austin Crime Commission organized in October, 1997, was formed to support law enforcement, raise public awareness about prevention programs, and promote a cooperative and coordinated effort to improve our community.  The Greater Austin  Crime Commission supports the Austin ISD prevention programs, which include the Campus Crime Stoppers Program.  Another Austin ISD prevention program is the Junior Police Academy, which is an elective course offered in 9 middle schools.  Since the program’s initiation, over 800 students have graduated from the Academy.  Throughout the week, campus administrators will be encouraged to focus on awareness, prevention, intervention, and crisis response.


ACTION REQUIRED
Approval

CONTACT PERSON(S)

Mel Waxler

Patrick Fuller

RESOLUTION



WHEREAS, schools make substantial contributions to the future of America and to the development of our nation’s young people as knowledgeable, responsible and productive citizens; and



WHEREAS, excellence in education is dependent on safe, secure and peaceful school settings; and



WHEREAS, the safety and well-being of many students, teachers and school staff are unnecessarily jeopardized by crime and violence, such as substance abuse, gangs, bullying, poor discipline, vandalism and absenteeism, in our schools; and 



WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of all citizens to enhance learning experiences of young people by helping to ensure fair and effective discipline, promote good citizenship, and generally make school safe and secure; and



WHEREAS, community leaders in education, business and law enforcement collaborate with each other, Austin ISD and the Greater Austin Crime Commission to focus public attention on school safety, and crime prevention;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District acknowledges the importance of observing America’s Safe Schools Week and declare October 20 through October 26, 2002, as Safe Schools Week in the Austin ISD.
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