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SUBJECT:

Benchmark Testing



PRESENTER:
Darlene Westbrook, Ed.D.




Denise Collier, Ed.D.

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees review and discuss the responses provided to questions regarding benchmark testing.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION


In 2002-2003, AISD began a curriculum benchmarking system in grades 2-10 in Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies.  

On October 28, 2002, a detailed monitoring report for EL12 (Curriculum and Instruction) will be presented to the Board of Trustees providing more specific information about benchmark testing as well as other curriculum and instruction issues.


ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS


As requested by the Board, dialogue will address three questions:

1. How does benchmark testing support student achievement?

a. Benchmark testing provides a “common yardstick” for measuring achievement of standards, performance data to inform instructional planning, and an avenue for monitoring achievement over time.

2. What are the challenges related to benchmark translation?

a. Challenges of benchmark translation include the need to use contracted services and of meeting deadlines as translation occurs after the English tests are written.

3. What is the relationship of benchmark testing to Ends Policies?

a. Benchmark testing relates directly to Results Policy 2:

“All students will achieve at high academic levels that meet or exceed state and national standards, including the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, effectively eliminating any achievement gaps.”


ACTION REQUIRED
None 

CONTACT PERSON(S)

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

Dr. Denise Collier

