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Bid B03-001 on Maps and GlobesPRIVATE 

RECOMMENDATION
That one year awards be made to Nystrom, Rand McNally and George F. Cram Company for maps and globes in the estimated annual aggregate total of $50,000.00, with the option to extend two (2) additional one (1) year periods.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
This is a routine item. Sealed bids were solicited for maps and globes that will be used throughout the District for instructional purposes.  Bidders were asked to provide firm-fixed percentage discounts from a published price list.  Soliciting bids on maps and globes at list-less percentage of discount satisfies competitive bidding requirements on many items for which we can not forecast the specific type of items and amounts needed for an entire year. Items not available or not available in a timely fashion from the primary supplier may be purchased from the second supplier determined to offer the second lowest net price and if not available from the second supplier, the third supplier would be considered.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATION
Dr. Rosemary Morrow, Administrative Supervisor for Social Studies, assisted in evaluating the bids.  Ten (10) items were included in the bid as a representative list of items most commonly purchased by the District.  Percentage of discount offered, net prices and comprehensiveness of catalog were considered in the evaluation process. Nystrom is recommended as the primary vendor offering the lowest net prices.  Rand McNally, offering the second lowest net prices, is recommended as the secondary vendor.  George F. Cram Company is recommended as the tertiary vendor offering the third lowest net prices. Each of these vendors has satisfactorily provided maps and globes to the District in the past. Nystrom's 15% discount compares less favorably to the 21% discount pricing offered under the previous bid period.  
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