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John Moore II
RECOMMENDATION

Approve revisions to Board policies to specifically prohibit bullying and dating violence.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION


District staff have been collaborating with SafePlace for several months to develop an effective response to concerns expressed by parents about issues of bullying and dating violence.  In May, 2003 an “Anti-Bullying Initiative” was developed with suggested policies, procedures and training guides concerning bullying and sexual harassment in schools.  This document was submitted for review and comment from campus principals, teachers and counselors.  Comments were also provided by the Community Safety Task Force appointed by the Board of Trustees.  The provisions from the “Anti-Bullying Initiative” are incorporated into recommended additions to Board local policies related to: Students Rights and Responsibilities (FN), Student Conduct: Harassment (FNCL), and Student Conduct: Sexual Harassment/Sexual Abuse (FNCJ).


ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS


The following changes to Board policies are recommended to provide direction for both prevention and intervention actions related to bullying and dating violence.

STUDENTS RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES: FN (LOCAL)

A statement is added to require that campuses provide a positive learning environment that promotes respect, dignity and equality for all students.  There is also a statement that adds bullying and harassment to behaviors that will not be tolerated anywhere in AISD.

STUDENT CONDUCT: HARASSMENT: FNCL (LOCAL)

“Gender” is added to the list of harassment characteristics that will not be tolerated.  Also added is a statement that “Students shall not engage in bullying”.  Bullying is defined as “aggressive behavior or intentional harm doing which can be physical, verbal, or emotional and is carried out repeatedly over time, and occurs among students in which the student who bullies has more power than the target.  The power advantage may be due to age, size, ability, popularity, or other factors that create imbalance between the bullier and the target.”

Also added are requirements that bullying behaviors be reported and investigated.

STUDENT CONDUCT: SEXUAL HARASSMENT/SEXUAL ABUSE: FNCJ (LOCAL)

Adds the prohibition to students being involved in a violent dating relationship with another student.  Dating violence is defined as occurring when “one partner in an intimate relationship uses a pattern of physical, sexual and/or emotional abuse to hurt or control a partner in a dating relationship. Examples include, but are not limited to, physical or sexual assaults, name-calling, put-downs, threats to hurt the student or student’s loved ones, destroying property belonging to the student, threats to commit suicide or homicide if the victim ends the relationship, attempts to isolate the student from friends and family, extreme jealousy and possessive behavior, stalking or having others spy on the student.”
There are also requirements that district employees report and notify parents if they suspect a student is involved in a violent dating relationship.  Dating violence is added to the Level One complaint process related to sexual harassment.

The procedures for implementation of these revised Board policies will be detailed in new regulations.  Training on these revised policies and regulations will be provided to staff on all campuses.


ACTION REQUIRED

Board approval.
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