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Subject:
Approve Teen Leadership Contract

Presenter:
Julie Lyons, Director of Grant Development and School Support


Dr. Darlene Westbrook, Deputy Superintendent

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees approve a contract with M.B. Flippen and Associates, L.L.C. for the estimated amount of $60,500 which will be mainly funded by the 9th grade initiative grant and Smaller Learning Communities Program.  Additional schools/participants may use other funding sources to receive the discounted rate provided by the contract.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Since the fall of 2000, AISD teachers, administrators and counselors have attended Capturing Kids’ Hearts Training provided by M.B. Flippen and Associates.  The training has focused primarily on 9th grade teachers at all 11 traditional high school campuses through the support of the Ninth Grade Success Initiative Grant (Bridges) and campuses have used other funding sources to extend the training to teachers beyond the 9th grade.  This year, the addition of the Smaller Learning Communities Grant will extend the opportunity to teachers of 10th through 12th grade students at six of the district high schools:  Anderson HS, Crockett HS, Johnston HS, LBJ HS, Reagan HS and Travis HS.

The M.B. Flippen model for classroom management and teacher effectiveness is a nationally recognized program that was be featured in a general session at the 40th Annual TASA/TASB Convention.  Research indicates that programs such as Capturing Kids’ Hearts, which promote perceived school connectedness, were protective against: emotional distress, suicidal thoughts and behaviors, violence, use of cigarettes, and the use of alcohol and marijuana. 

Teachers, counselors and administrators will be trained in the Capturing Kids Hearts’ model of M.B. Flippen and Associates.  This three-day workshop combines classroom management and teacher effectiveness training allowing teachers to create a classroom environment where there is genuine caring and concern.  Teachers and administrators who attended this training last year will be able to participate in the second level of training this year.

Teachers from several campuses will also be trained in Teen Leadership.  This state approved course can be offered for credit or may be used as a 

resource for creating a safe, nurturing environment for the Connections courses already available.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

Capturing Kids’ Hearts and Teen Leadership training for staff were selected as one of the three strategies for the 9th grade initiative grant, and as a significant strategy within the Smaller Learning Communities Program Grant.  The funding provided by the grants will provide for the three-day workshop, room and board for participants and substitute pay when necessary.

ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval.
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