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SUBJECT:

NovaNet  Services Contract

PRESENTERS:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook, Deputy Superintendent




Dr. Gloria L. Williams, Director, School Support Services




RECOMMENDATION

That the Board approve payment of $392,584 to NovaNet Learning Inc. for connecting 461 computers to NovaNet educational programs and for the NovaNet technical support and services for the 2002-2003 school year.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Since 1996, NovaNet Learning Inc has provided the Austin Independent School District and high school students in the Diversified Education through Leadership, Technology and Academics (DELTA) Program computer access to on-line learning activities in Language Arts, Social Studies, Mathematics, Science,  the Texas state assessment (TAKS) practice, and various elective courses.

NovaNet lessons are delivered to students through computer work stations.  Currently, the DELTA Program serves students at each of the District’s eleven comprehensive high schools, Garza Independent High School, Alternative Learning Center (ALC), Gardner-Betts, Travis County Juvenile Justice Alternative Education Program (JJAEP), Travis County Detention Center, Phoenix House, Camacho Center, La Fuente Cristo Rey Learning Center, and the Virtual School Pilot Program.

The DELTA Program is designed to help recovered and potential dropouts earn a high school diploma.  During 2001-2002, the eleven traditional high schools, Garza Independent High School and the ALC served 2,706 students, an increase of 393 over the 2000-2001 school year.  Teacher records indicate 315 DELTA students participated in May graduations.

DELTA is a flexible open-entry-open-exit program.  Some students enter with few credits and remain in the program for two or more years.  Others enter needing only a minimal number of credits to graduate.  

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

NovaNet Learning Inc. will continue to provide practice activities for the state assessment (TAKS), as well as, lessons correlated to the TEKS in required English Language Arts, Mathematics. Science, and Social Studies courses.  DELTA students work at their own pace through a combination of NovaNet and AISD prescribed learning activities to earn high school credits.

During the 2002-2003 school year, AISD and affiliated programs will have 466 computer work stations connected to NovaNet.  These computers are used throughout the school day for DELTA students.  Every high school provides free summer access and many schools are experimenting with early morning and after-school classes to provide more flexibility for students. Twenty-four hour access is available to Virtual School Pilot students.  

Since the number of computer work stations increased from 425 to 461 during the 2001-2002 school year, the 2002-2003 NovaNet connection fee to access lessons via the Internet will decrease from $855 to $844 per port.

The 2002-2003 payment to access NovaNet educational programs and provide technical training and support is $392,584.  These funds are included in the 2002-2003 budget.

ACTION REQUIRED

Board approval.

CONTACT PERSON

Dr. Gloria L. Williams

AUSTIN ISD

NovaNet Sites

2002-2003

	Site Name
	# of Connections (466)

	Akins High School
	24

	Anderson High School
	32

	Austin High School
	24

	Bowie High School
	32

	Crockett High School
	25

	Garza Ind. High School
	32

	L. B. J. High School
	24

	Johnston High School
	50

	Lanier High School
	25

	McCallum High School
	25

	Reagan High School
	50

	Alternative Learning Center

     Middle School

     High School
	16

16

	JJAEP
	10

	Gardner-Betts
	13

	Travis County Detention Center
	12

	LaFuente Cristo Rey Center
	10

	Phoenix House
	8

	Camacho Center*
	5

	Virtual School Pilot
	1


*  Paid for by the City of Austin Parks and Recreation

