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AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Carruth Administration Center

NEW BOARD ORIENTATION                            JUNE 3, 2002

Presiding Officer






 President Doyle A. Valdez

On this the 3rd day of June, 2002, at 5:30 p.m., the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District convened in the Carruth Administration Center Auditorium, 1111 West 6th Street, Austin, Texas, and announced that it would convene in Executive Session under the provisions of Chapter 551 (Open Meetings), Sections 551.074 and 551.071.  The following members were present, to wit:  Cheryl Bradley, Johna Edwards, John Fitzpatrick, Robert Schneider (arriving at 5:42 p.m.), Ingrid Taylor (in attendance until 8:25 p.m.), Doyle Valdez (in attendance until 9:30 p.m.), Ave Wahrmund (in attendance until 9:30 p.m.), and Patricia Whiteside.  The following member was absent, to wit:  Rudy Montoya, Jr.

President Valdez called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m.

The Board found and determined that, in accordance with the policies and Order of this Board and with Chapter 551 (Open Meetings) of the Texas Government Code, as amended, the notice of the meeting has been properly complied with, including the posting of notice as to time, date, place of the meeting, and the subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

President Valdez called the Executive Session to order at 5:38 p.m. to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline or dismissal of a public officer or employee including roles, responsibilities and evaluation of area superintendents, the appointment of Executive Associate Superintendent, and incoming and outgoing principals of existing and potential Blueprint schools, including but not limited to Sims, Harris, Blackshear and Oak Springs elementary schools and Dobie and Pearce middle schools.  The Board adjourned the Executive Session at 7:11 p.m. 

President Valdez reconvened the meeting at 7:22 p.m.

Wednesday, June 12th – Budget Work Session, 5:30 p.m.

President Valdez noted that a Dialogue Meeting would be scheduled after the Budget Work Session on June 12, 2002, to discuss the Blueprint Schools, specifically Harris Elementary School.  President Valdez requested that the Trustees submit questions in advance of the Dialogue Meeting to allow for a response from the administration at the meeting and that the Board Officers would confer with staff to prepare for the Board Dialogue Meeting.

New Board Member Orientation

Karen Sperry, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent, provided an introduction to the Trustees for the orientation proceedings.

John Fitzpatrick spoke with concern regarding the absence of a question and answer time for each presentation.  After discussion, the Trustees and staff agreed for the opportunity of questions and responses at the time of the presentation and providing written questions for a response.

Dr. Pat Forgione, Superintendent, presented an overview of the District.

Dr. Darlene Westbrook, Deputy Superintendent, provided an overview of the Division of Curriculum and Instruction.

Dr. Joy McLarty, Deputy Superintendent, presented a review of the Division of Accountability and Information Systems.

Dr. Edward Fuentes, Deputy Superintendent, provided an overview of the Division of Bilingual Education and Human Resources Development.

(Ingrid Taylor left the meeting at 8:25 p.m.)

Ave Wahrmund requested that staff survey how the District compares to other school districts related to the number of students at Dill School and the Alternative Learning Center.

Michael Houser, Executive Director of Human Resources, presented an overview of the Human Resources Department.

Mel Waxler, General Counsel, provided a presentation on the functions of the Office of the General Counsel for Legal and External Affairs.

(Doyle Valdez and Ave Wahrmund left the meeting at 9:30 p.m.)

Robert Schneider requested that staff give consideration to an ombudsman for the District.

Deputy Superintendent Larry Throm presented an overview of the responsibilities within the Division of Finance.

Dr. Forgione reviewed the functions of the Superintendent’s Office.

Ms. Sperry provided an overview of the Board Procedures Manual and the policy governance process.

Adjournment

The orientation adjourned at 10:55 p.m.
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Doyle Valdez, President of the Board

__________________________________ 

Ave Wahrmund, Secretary of the Board

