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Subject:
Approve Cognitive Tutor for Algebra I purchase

Presenter:
Julie Lyons, Director of Grant Development and School Support

Dr. Denise Collier, Director of Curriculum

Dr. Darlene Westbrook, Deputy Superintendent

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees approve the purchase of a software and curriculum program:  Carnegie Learning Systems, Cognitive Tutor for Algebra I.  The program consists of a seven-year site license, student texts, professional development, technical support and teacher materials.  The total cost for the program to be purchased for L B Johnson and Austin High Schools is $54,500.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A master teacher from Alief High School in Houston ISD demonstrated the program using campus technology and students attending the summer program.  AISD teachers and staff observed the demonstration, interviewed the students participating in the demonstration and discussed instructional, curriculum, technology and implementation issues with the teacher from Alief.

Review of mathematics data from Alief ISD showed significant improvement in student performance after use of the program.  AISD staff proposes an implementation strategy similar to that used in Alief ISD.  The fall of 2002 would see implementation at L B Johnson High School in all Algebra I classes followed by implementation of the program at Austin High School in the spring of 2003 in a credit recovery capacity only.  The 2003-2004 school year would include implementation at additional high school sites dependent upon review of statistical and inferential data.

Alignment with the District Curriculum Matrices and Instructional Planning Guides will occur throughout the year through collaboration between district instructional specialists and campus teachers involved in implementation.  District staff has reviewed the compatibility of the program with the district curriculum goals and has approved the use of the program according to the implementation and review process outlined above.  

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

The purchase of the program will be supported by the Ninth Grade Success Initiative Grant (Bridges).  No local money for purchase or training is necessary.  This program supports one of three strategies of the grant designed to increase academic success and reduce retention in the 9th grade.  

ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval.
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