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AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Carruth Administration Center

REGULAR MEETING                              MAY 28, 2002

Presiding Officer






     President Doyle Valdez 

On this the 28th day of May, 2002, at 5:30 p.m., the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District convened in the Carruth Administration Center Auditorium, 1111 West 6th Street, Austin, Texas, and announced that it would convene in Executive Session under the provisions of Chapter 551 (Open Meetings), Sections 551.074 and 551.071.  The following members were present, to wit:  Cheryl Bradley (arriving at 6:02 p.m. and in attendance until 7:55 p.m.), Johna Edwards, John Fitzpatrick, Rudy Montoya, Jr. (arriving at 6:35 p.m. and in attendance until 12:15 a.m.), Robert Schneider, Ingrid Taylor, Doyle Valdez, Ave Wahrmund, and Patricia Whiteside.

President Valdez called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m.

The Board found and determined that, in accordance with the policies and Order of this Board and with Chapter 551 (Open Meetings) of the Texas Government Code, as amended, the notice of the meeting has been properly complied with, including the posting of notice as to time, date, place of the meeting, and the subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

President Valdez called the Executive Session to order at 5:37 p.m. to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline or dismissal of a public officer or employee including appointment of the Principal of Bailey Middle School, appointment of the Principal of Hart Elementary School, and appointment of the Principal of Palm Elementary School; the proposed non-renewal of the term contract of Mark Edmondson; and to meet with its attorneys to receive legal counsel or advice about pending or contemplated litigation including Cause #GN201643 in the 126th Judicial District Courts of Travis County, Texas, and Cause No. 70499 in Probate Court No. 1, Travis County, Texas, or on a matter which the School District’s legal counsel determines should be confidential in accordance with counsel’s duty to the District pursuant to the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas, including, but not limited to, the Level III grievance filed by Austin High School softball parents.  The Board adjourned the Executive Session at 7:40 p.m. 

President Valdez reconvened the meeting at 7:48 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

Recognitions/Resolutions

(  Crockett High School Names Second Runner up at the 76th Annual State UIL 5A
    One-Act Play Contest
Patricia Whiteside made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves the recognition of the Crockett High School One-Act Play Ensemble as second runner up at the 76th Annual State UIL 5A One-Act Play Contest held at the University of Austin at Austin.  Ave Wahrmund seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

Honorees are:

	Olivia Silver

Conor Edmondson

Juan Wences

Justin Bauer

Philip Oldenburg

Christopher Flores

Ana Knezevic
	Adam LeFave

James Watson

Amanda Walton

Lanella Zotter

Nicole Cruz

Meredith Acree
	Travis Colbrunn

Michael Milazzo

Alana Anthony

Joshua Martin

A.J. Ledesma

Krystal Cole


       Directors:  Gil Sharp and Mary Nancarrow

In addition to the second runner up distinction, three cast members received the State All Star Cast Medal:  Olivia Silver, Travis Colbrunn, and Philip Oldenburg.

(  Reagan High School Athletes Receive First and Second Place in State Track Meet

Cheryl Bradley made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves the recognition of Reagan High School student athletes listed below for receiving first and second place in the state track meet on May 10, 2002, at Myers Stadium, Austin, Texas and congratulates their coaches Leslie Riggins, Lester Best, Paul Darby and Darrell Crayton.  Patricia Whiteside seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

	Second Place

First Place

Second Place

First Place

First Place

Second Place
	4 x 100 Meter Relay

4 x 200 Meter Relay

100 Meter Dash

100 Meter Dash

200 Meter Dash

400 Meter Dash
	Laprecia Harvey

Natashia Franklin

Gyaisha Hall

Larica Urbina

Laprecia Harvey

Natashia Franklin

Gyaisha Hall

Larica Urbina

Larica Urbina

Brendan Christian

Brendan Christian

Irie Williams

	
	
	


The Reagan Lady Raiders finished second in the Class 4A race for the team title, and the Reagan Raiders finished third in the Class 4A race for the team title.

(Cheryl Bradley left the meeting at 7:55 p.m.)

(  AISD Students Place 1st and 2nd at the Texas Educational Theatre Association

    Designfest
Robert Schneider made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves the recognition of Bowie High School student Robert Bradley for receiving first place and Crockett High School student Christopher Flores for receiving second place at the Texas Educational Theatre Association Designfest.    Patricia Whiteside seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.


Bowie High School

Robert Bradley


1st Place Award of Excellence for Theater Design


Set Design for Zoot Suit 


Crockett High School

Christopher Flores


2nd Place Award of Excellence for Theatre Design


Set Design for Pirates of Penzance
Superintendent’s Update

(
Update on Education 2002

Dr. Pat Forgione, Superintendent, provided an update to the Trustees on the following issues:  eleven AISD Graduation Ceremonies to this date; AISD Future Teachers Scholarship Program at five central Texas higher education institutions; the 2000-01 administrative cost ratio is 0.0749 which is below the state standard of 0.1105; and announced the 2002 National Blue Ribbon Award for Lamar Middle School.

(
Update on Superintendent’s Work/Projects

Dr. Forgione reported on the following projects:  RGK Foundation Grant to support AISD’s Blueprint Schools Initiative and Human Resources is using a CD as a recruiting tool.

(
Recent School and Community Activities

(
Upcoming Events

Dr. Forgione provided information on the following events:  Garza Independence High School graduation on Sunday, June 2nd at 2:00 p.m. at Burger Center; New Board Orientation on Monday, June 3rd from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.; and Board Policy Governance Training on Friday and Saturday, June 7-8, 2002.

Citizens’ Communications

Linda Johnson, a Harris Elementary School parent, spoke in support of the dual language program.  

Gabriela Devora, Harris Elementary School parent, (with Spanish translator) spoke with concern regarding the removal of the dual language program and the changes in curriculum. 

Michele Rusnak and Pat Sutton spoke in support of physical education taught by a specialist and small class sizes on an every other day rotation.

Jairo Devora, a student at Harris Elementary School, addressed the Trustees regarding his success at Harris Elementary School in the dual language program. 

Gus Pena expressed congratulations to Johnston High School graduates and spoke with concern regarding Dawson Elementary School administration and staff.  

Lucio Pena choose not to address the Trustees, but had Mr. Pena, read his comments on the Citizen Communications card expressing dislike for Dawson Elementary School.

Rene Holtzman, a third grade dual language teacher at Harris Elementary School, spoke in support of the dual language program. 

Dr. Susan Dubois addressed the Trustees regarding the importance of daily physical education to prevent diabetes.

Alberto Gonzalez, a parent at Harris Elementary School, spoke with concern regarding Harris Elementary School chosen as a Blueprint School.  

Rosa Maria Gonzalez, former teacher at Harris Elementary School, addressed the Trustees regarding the disruption of the dual language program at Harris Elementary School.

Sandra Villalaz, treasurer of the Texas Nurses Association-District 5, expressed concerns regarding the health of children in AISD and support for the School Health Advisory Council recommendations.

Dolly Lambdin, parent of students in the District, spoke in support of physical education for students.

Amanda Gammage addressed the Board in support of physical education taught daily by a certified physical education teacher.

Carey Dabney, parent of students in the District, spoke with concern regarding the health of AISD’s children and support for daily physical education.

Anthony Walker addressed the Trustees regarding effective programs to reach every child and the dedication of more time to students that need assistance. 

Nina Morales, a softball player at Austin High School, spoke with concern regarding the condition of softball fields in Austin.

Fran Rush, former AISD physical educator in AISD, spoke in support of a daily quality physical education program and option B from the School Health Advisory Council.

Olga Cuellar, representative of LULAC, addressed the Trustees with concerns regarding the bilingual and dual language program in the District.  

Benita Devora and Adam Zabaleta, parents of Harris Elementary School, (with Spanish translator) expressed concerns regarding the dual language program at Harris Elementary School. 

Andrea Gunn spoke in support of a southern location for a softball complex, addressed Title IX issues in the District, and urged the Trustees to give consideration to the design of the Sports Facility Complex.

Bruce Banner, co president of Education Austin, spoke in support of physical education and good nutrition in the District and option E of the School Health Advisory Council recommendations.

Louis Malfaro, co president of Education Austin, addressed the Trustees regarding the Mayor’s Task Force Report and expressed support for the recommendations addressing student achievement, cultural awareness and discipline.

Brenda Urps, co president of Education Austin, bid farewell to the Trustees with her term ending as co president on May 31st and her return to teaching at Paredes Middle School.  

Carolyn Dyer, elementary physical educator, read a poem regarding physical education.

Mark Ellison, physical educator at Hart Elementary School, spoke in support of the School Health Advisory Council recommendation Option B providing daily physical education taught by certified physical educators.

Isabelle Lopez, parent of an Austin High School softball student, spoke with concern regarding the proposed Sports Facility Complex and expressed support for a field in North Austin and South Austin.  

Marisa Ramos, senior on the Austin High School softball team, expressed support for the construction of two quality fields for the girls’ softball program.

Consent Agenda

Ingrid Taylor made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves the Consent Agenda.  Patricia Whiteside seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

President Valdez noted that Item VII.H., Selection of Software for Benchmark Testing Data Systems, was removed from the May 28, 2002, official posted agenda and would be on the June 10, 2002, Board Agenda.

In summary, the following items were approved:

Bids on Equipment, Services and Supplies



RFP on Simultaneous Interpretation Systems


$  54,858.00



Bid on Asbestos Project Design, Project Monitoring

  150,000.00


   
  and Final Air Clearance Monitoring



Bid on Rug Cleaning





    66,925.40



Bid on Audio Visual Supplies




  116,098.20



Bid on Colored Kraft Roll Paper




    46,097.55



Bid on Food Services Cafeteria Serving Lines


    35,789.00



RFP on Cultural Awareness Training



    15,000.00
TOTAL





$484,768.15

Budget Reports, Amendments and Tax Reports for the Months Ending March 31, 2002 and April 30, 2002 – Approved the Budget Reports, Amendments and Tax Reports for the Months Ending March 31, 2002 and April 30, 2002.

Routine Personnel Actions

Toney Burger Activity Center Renovations – Award of Contract – Approved a contract to Southwest Corporation, in the amount of $111,450, for stadium and site renovations at Burger Center.

New and Replacement Floor Covering at Various Facilities Extension of Contracts as Awarded on April 23, 2001 – Authorized the Construction Management Department to continue issuing renewable purchase orders for new and replacement floor coverings to the following vendors:

Bagley’s Floor Services, Ltd.:  Renewable purchase orders in the amounts of $25,000 for the installation of general purpose and high-performance carpets, vinyl-composition tile and rubber-floor tile.  The general purpose and high performance carpets include Types I, Type II, Type IV, Type V and Type VI at various facilities.

Accent Flooring, Inc.:  Renewable purchase orders in the amounts of $25,000 for the installation of general-purpose carpet, specialty and gymnasium carpets, which includes Type III, Type VII and Type IX carpets and rubber stair tread at various facilities.

Replacement of Windows at Mathews Elementary School Award of Contract – Approved the administration issuing a purchase order in an amount of $26,559.16 to the Marvin Windows Planning Center to furnish and install replacement windows for Mathews Elementary School.

Approval of Contract for Audio Visual Cabling and Installation for Board Auditorium – Approved a contract between the Austin Independent School District and Texas Media Systems to provide audio visual equipment, cabling and installation to support a new multimedia system ion the Board Auditorium for the purpose of providing electronic board agenda items for board meetings and other events.

Infant/Toddler Care Program at Pleasant Hill Elementary School – Approved the Infant/Toddler Care Program at Pleasant Hill Elementary School.

Mayor’s Committee on K-12 Education Excellence Final Report to the Board of Trustees

Rafael Quintanilla, chair of the Mayor’s Committee on K-12 Education Excellence, presented the recommendations of the Committee which were developed over the past several months.  Committee members present included:  Sandy Leibick, Gullett Elementary School principal; Tamara Smith, Sanchez Elementary School teacher; Olga Cuellar, representing LULAC; 

The recommendations included the following:

· Pay teachers in high-need schools between $5,000-$10,000 more, per year, perhaps from State Lottery revenue;

· Make Travel expenses deductible for all teachers in high-need schools;

· Require school staff to return phone calls to parents within 24 hours;

· All written communications to parents from the school should reflect the diversity of the campus’ language(s);

· AISD should conduct Cross-Cultural Sensitivity Seminars; and 

· AISD discipline and school safety policies should emphasize prevention.

Doyle Valdez requested that Dr. Forgione follow-up on issues related to the Mayor’s Committee, including a timeline and fiscal notes.  Dr. Forgione reported to the Trustees that a detailed report would be presented at the June 10, 2002, Board Meeting.

Doyle Valdez also requested that a TAKS presentation from Education Service Center Region 13 be included on a Board Agenda in the month of June.

Appointment of Principal of Bailey Middle School

Rudy Montoya made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves the appointment of Dr. Julia Hankins as principal of Bailey Middle School.  Ave Wahrmund seconded the motion.

AYES:

Johna Edwards, Rudy Montoya, Jr., Robert Schneider, Ingrid Taylor,

Doyle Valdez, Ave Wahrmund and Patricia Whiteside

NOS:

None

ABSENT:
John Fitzpatrick

The motion passed.

Appointment of Principal of Hart Elementary School

Ave Wahrmund made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves the appointment of Natalia Rico Hernandez as principal of Hart Elementary School.  Rudy Montoya seconded the motion.

AYES:

Johna Edwards, Rudy Montoya, Robert Schneider, Ingrid Taylor,

Doyle Valdez, Ave Wahrmund and Patricia Whiteside

NOS:

None

ABSENT:
John Fitzpatrick

The motion passed.

Appointment of Principal of Palm Elementary School

Rudy Montoya made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves the appointment of Norma Silva-Quinn as principal of Palm Elementary School.  Patricia Whiteside seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

Approval of the Design Development and Final Design Documents for the Construction of the Field Sports Facility (Steps 2 and 3)

Discussion regarding the Field Sports Facility included:  designation as a fourth year project in the 1996 bond program; working with the City of Austin regarding acquisition of land; south location for softball field; consideration of next bond program including south fields; timeline for completion of facility; management monitoring project progress and budget; City of Austin permits; seating for softball and soccer fields; development of future joint use facilities with the City of Austin and Travis County

Curt Shaw, Director of Construction Management, reported to the Trustees that a written progress report would be provided to the Board each month during the project.  Mr. Shaw also noted that the City of Austin has requested to discuss the condition of baseball fields at the next Joint City/Board Meeting.     

Ingrid Taylor made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves the design development and final design for the construction of the Field Sports Facility and authorized the use of the competitive-sealed proposal method of securing construction services for the project.   Robert Schneider seconded the motion.

AYES:

Johna Edwards, John Fitzpatrick, Rudy Montoya, Robert Schneider, Ingrid

Taylor, Doyle Valdez, and Ave Wahrmund

NOS:

None

ABSENT:
Patricia Whiteside

The motion passed.

President Valdez requested that the Superintendent work with the City of Austin to schedule the Joint City/Board Meeting.

At this time, President Valdez announced that Item IX.C., Austin High School Softball Parents Level III Grievance, would be next on the agenda and moving Item X.B., School Health Advisory Council Report and Recommendations on Physical Education and Health Education (K-12), after IX.C.

Austin High School Softball Parents Level III Grievance

Dr. Darlene Westbrook, Deputy Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction, reported to the Trustees on the appointment of Sheila Henderson, former girls track and basketball coach, as an Assistant Director in the Athletics Department to focus on girls’ athletics in the District.

Ingrid Taylor requested an agenda item within the next month to discuss inequity issues and also requested the progress for athletic opportunities to all students across the District.

John Fitzpatrick made a motion that the Board of Trustees respectfully deny the grievant’s request that the District construct a second southern location softball complex for play by the beginning of the 2003 softball season; enthusiastically grant the grievant’s request that the Board commit to an ongoing review and implementation of the District’s Action Plan; and respectfully deny the grievant’s request for a female coordinator at all high school campuses.  Ave Wahrmund seconded the motion.

AYES:

Johna Edwards, John Fitzpatrick, Rudy Montoya, Ingrid Taylor, Doyle 

Valdez, Patricia Whiteside and Ave Wahrmund

NOS:

Robert Schneider

ABSENT:
None

The motion passed.

Student Health Advisory Council Report and Recommendations on Physical Education and Health Education (K-12)

Susan Millea, Chair of the Student Health Advisory Council reviewed the Council’s recommendations regarding physical education and health education.

At 12:00 p.m. Ingrid Taylor extended the meeting by thirty minutes.

Administration’s Recommendation Related to Elementary Physical Education and Health Education (K-12)

Dr. Westbrook reviewed Senate Bill 19 and Dr. Denise Collier, Director of Curriculum, reviewed recommendation Option E from District administration to maintain the current three-day PE/Art/Music rotation and add 45 minutes of structured TEKS-based physical activity time taught by the classroom teacher on weeks when PE is held twice during the week and 90 minutes of structured TEKS-based physical activity taught by the classroom teacher when PE is held once during the week and Option B from the Student Health Advisory Council which removes physical education from the 3-day rotation, continues 3-day rotation Art/Music/, adds a campus option to cover planning period, with a certified physical education teacher teaching physical education every other day for 45 minutes and the classroom teacher provides 15 minutes of supervised TEKS.    

Doyle Valdez noted that Eanes ISD and Lake Travis ISD were not included in the physical education survey of districts and requested that the two districts be surveyed.

(Rudy Montoya left the meeting at 12:15 a.m.)

Appointment of Budget Advisory Committee Members

Larry Throm, Deputy Superintendent of Finance, reviewed the structure of the Budget Advisory Committee, including one representative each from the District Advisory Council, the Austin Council of PTA’s, Partners in Education/AARO, Education Austin, and one AISD principal, as well as six members nominated by the Trustees.  

President Valdez noted that Trustees needed to submit additional nominations for the Budget Advisory Committee.

John Fitzpatrick made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves the appointment of 11-15 individuals to the Budget Advisory Committee with additional nominations from the Trustees within 48 hours.  Ingrid Taylor seconded the motion.   

The motion passed unanimously.

At 12:30 a.m. Ingrid Taylor made a motion to extend the meeting for 15 minutes.

Revised Policies EEJA (Local), EEJB (Local), EIA (Local), EIC (Local), FD (Local), FDB (Local), FFAC (Local), FG (Local), and Administrative Regulations EEJB

Wanda Flowers, Director of Secondary Education, reviewed the proposed policy revisions and the proposed administrative regulation for Policy EEJA (Local), Credit by Examination with Prior Instruction; Policy EEJB (Local), Credit by Examination Without Prior Instruction; Administrative Regulation EEJB, Credit by Examination Without Prior Instruction; Policy EIA (Local), Academic Achievement: Grading/Progress Reports to Parents; Policy EIC (Local), Academic Achievement:  Class Ranking; Policy FD (Local), Admissions and Attendance; Policy FDB (Local), Admissions and Attendance: Intradistrict Transfers; Policy FFAC (Local), Health Requirements: Medical Treatment; and Policy FG (Local), Student Awards and Scholarships (Trustees’ Scholarship Award).  

At 12:45 p.m. Johna Edwards made a motion for a five-minute extension to the meeting.

President Valdez requested that this item be placed on the consent agenda for the next Regular Board Meeting.

Naming of Board Representatives to Community Action Network

The Trustees appointed Patricia Whiteside and Ave Wahrmund as Board representatives to the Community Action Network (CAN) to fill the vacancies of former Trustees Olga Garza and Loretta Edelen 

At this time, John Fitzpatrick gave a reminder for the Austin Community College election on Saturday, June 1st.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 12:48 p.m.








_______________________________ 








Doyle Valdez, President of the Board

_________________________________ 

Ave Wahrmund, Secretary of the Board

