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SUBJECT:
RESULTS Policy 2.6 Second Language Learners 

PRESENTER:
Darlene Westbrook, Chief Academic Officer    


Della May Moore, Director of Bilingual Education/ESL




RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees approves the RESULTS Policy monitoring indicators for Second Language Learners.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The centerpiece of the Board’s adoption of the “policy governance” model is our RESULTS policies.  These policies codify what the Austin community believes our students should know and be able to do. The monitoring of RESULTS policies is built over time.  During the first year of policy governance, the administration must identify the metrics to be used to benchmark and measure reasonable growth over time.

The district has demonstrated significant improvements in English Language Learners’ (ELLs) achievement as measured by TAAS.  With the new TAKS accountability system, however, academic achievement will be measured using more rigorous standards.  Since this is the initial year of TAKS testing, it would be inappropriate to compare the TAAS and TAKS results.  The spring 2003 TAKS scores will serve as the baseline data upon which subsequent years’ results will be compared and growth in achievement measured.  Further, Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) measure will be applied to all performance targets.  The AYP measure references gains in student performance.  The AYP is obtained by subtracting the actual score from the target performance score. The difference is divided over five years and yields an annual yearly progress target.  

As for native-English speakers becoming proficient in a second language, the district’s adopted Recommended High School Plan requires two years of a foreign language for graduation.  However, two-years’ study is usually not equated with “proficiency” in a language.  The district will have to adopt a different standard(s) and track the number of students that reach this milestone(s).

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

Proficiency in a second language is measured in three modalities: reading, writing and speaking.  Reading and writing proficiency are measured by the students’ performance on the English TAKS.  English language proficiency is measured by their performance on the Reading Proficiency Test in English. English oral and aural language proficiency are measured using the IPT test at the elementary level and the Language Assessment Scale –Oral at the secondary level.  

Reading 

To measure the English reading proficiency of ELLs, the following performance indicators and targets are suggested.  

The Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) measure is proposed as the indicator.  The AYP is arrived at by: subtracting the actual score from the proposed target performance and dividing the difference by five years.  Example: Reading performance is at 40% and the target is 90% - the difference of 50 points is divided over five years yielding an AYP rate of 10 percentage points.

Proposed English Reading Proficiency Indicators for ELLs:
	Performance Indicators
	Performance Targets
	Monitoring Frequency

	Reading level for English Language Learners (ELLs) served in ESL Program at

Grades K-2
	Ninety percent of ELLs reading at or above grade level, as indicated by state reading assessments—Texas Primary Reading Inventory.

 At Kinder, First and Second grade students will meet the Adequate Yearly Progress measure.  (AYP).
	Annually

	TAKS Reading Performance for ELLs testing in English at grades 3-11
	Ninety percent of ELLs meeting or exceeding TAKS passing standards as determined by the State.  

Students meet the AYP. Attachment A
	Annually


	Academic Proficiency on TAKS Reading for ELLs testing in English at grades 3-11
	Percent of ELLs scoring at the TAKS commended status will increase by three percentage points per year.
	Annually

	Advanced Proficiency level on the Reading Proficiency Test in English (RPTE) at grades 3-12
	Students will advance at least one language level towards the advanced proficiency level in English.  ELLs with four or more years in US schools will meet the intermediate or advanced level on the RPTE. 

Attachment B
	Annually


Writing at Grades 4, 7 and 11

To measure the English writing proficiency of ELLs, the following performance indicators and targets are suggested.

Proposed English Writing Performance Indicators and Targets
	            Performance Indicators


	Performance Targets
	Monitoring Frequency

	TAKS Writing Performance for ELLs testing in English at grades 3-11
	Ninety percent of ELLs meeting or exceeding TAKS passing standards as determined by the State 

Students meet the AYP indicators.

Attachment C
	Annually


Speaking and Listening

To measure English speaking and listening of ELLs the following performance indicators are suggested. 
Proposed Speaking/Listening Performance Indicators and Targets

	Performance on the State assessment in Speaking and Listening for ELLs at grades K-12
	Pending: The State is in the process of developing a formal assessment measure for determining student mastery for listening and speaking.  It is likely that the performance target will be normed against native English speakers of appropriate ages.
	Annually


Second Language Proficiency for Native English Speakers

For our purpose, mastery is defined as successfully completing course work beyond the recommended plan requirements of two credits. Austin ISD offers students four-second language options: French, Latin, Sign Language and Spanish.  

To measure progress of students towards mastery of a second language the following performance indicators are suggested.

Proposed Second Language for Native Speakers Performance Indicators and Targets

	Performance Indicators
	Performance Targets
	Monitoring Frequency

	Earn Second Language credits beyond the recommended plan.
	An increase of five percent of students successfully completes the third year of academic course work in a second language.
	Annually

	Place on the National Second Language Exams at grades 9-12
	An increase of three percent of students participates in and rank in the top ten percent in the nation.


	Annually

	Earn college credit on the Second Language Advanced Placement Exam at grades 8-12


	An increase of five percent of students participates in and passes the AP Second Language Exam at levels 2-5.
	Annually


ACTION REQUIRED

Board approval




CONTACT PERSONS


Darlene Westbrook


Della May Moore
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Grade Level
Students Tested
Percent Passing
Target

AYP 

· 3rd

750 ELLs 

95%


90%

On Target

· 4th

588 ELLs

72% 


90%

3.6 point gain

· 5th

569 ELLs

47%


90%

8.6 point gain 

· 6th

355 ELLs

65%


90%

5.0 point gain

· 7th

367 ELLs

33%


90%
          11.4 point gain

Adequate Yearly Progress Over Three Years

· 8th

376 ELLS

30%


90%
          20.0 point gain

· 9th

517 ELLS

22%


70%
          16.0 point gain

Tenth and Eleventh Grade students will graduate under TAAS performance standards.  Results noted indicate the level of TAKS difficulty.


· 10th

340 ELLs

22%


70%
          24.0 point gain
· 11th

 51 ELLs

10%


70%
          60.0 point gain
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Beginning Level of Proficiency after Four or More Years in US Schools 

Grade

% of Students
Target 
AYP

· 3rd

17%


0%

3.4 point decrease

· 4th

19%


0%

3.8 point decrease

· 5th

15%


0%

3.0 point decrease
· 6th

18%


0%

3.6 point decrease
· 7th

14%


0%

2.8 point decrease
· 8th

11%


0%

2.2 point decrease
· 9th

27%


0%

5.4 point decrease
Annual Yearly Progress Decrease to Two Years

· 10th

9%


0%

4.5 point decrease
· 11th

7%


0%

7.0 point decrease
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Grade Level
    Students Tested
Percent Passing
Target

AYP

· 4th    Grade
490 ELLs

79%

90%

 2.0 point gain

· 7th   Grade
394 ELLs

35%

90%

11.0 point gain

Attachment A
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