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SUBJECT:
Lamar Middle School Blue Ribbon Recognition 

PRESENTER:
Edward Leo



Area 1 Superintendent

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District recognize and congratulate the staff of Lamar Middle School, under the leadership of Principal Patricia Lyle, for being selected by the United States Department of Education as a 2001-2002 National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence.  This highly prestigious award is evidence of this school’s hard work and commitment to creating lifelong learners who will be successful in a rapidly changing and diverse world.  The national panel has recognized Lamar’s efforts to improve student achievement and its encouragement of good ideas and best practices in the educational setting. .

BACKGROUND INFORMATION


On October 5, 2001, the Texas Education Agency announced that Lamar Middle School was one of the 37 Texas schools nominated for the prestigious U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence Program for 2001-2002.  The National Program was established in 1982 by the U.S. Department of Education to identify and recognize schools that have exemplary education programs and student achievement.  Schools are screened at the local, state, and national level for Blue Ribbon Selection.

The panel made up of public school educators, university professors, and administrators from previous Blue Ribbon School winners chose schools who demonstrate strong leadership; a clear vision and sense of mission; high-quality teaching; challenging curriculum; and effective working relationships within the school, and the school community.  During the national panel site visit Lamar proved to be a child-centered learning community whose teachers demonstrate a high level of professionalism.  It was determined that they provide high quality instructional learning opportunities that exhibit a strong commitment to educational excellence in all students. This campus has made progress in meeting both state and national educational goals.  Lamar will receive its award during the United States Department of Education national awards ceremony in Washington, D.C.  The Texas Education Agency will honor this campus during the Administrators’ Midwinter Conference on Education in January 2003.

ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval

CONTACT PERSON


Linda D. Clark, Administrative Assistant, Area 1

BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

Lamar Middle School National Blue Ribbon Recognition 

It is with pride that I acknowledge Lamar Middle School’s receipt of the United States Department of Education’s award as a National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence. The Lamar faculty, staff, students, and community have focused with determination and commitment on the positive educational environment of the school. Although the school prides itself on its ability to be flexible, a strong consistent approach to overall improvement has become the core of their academic success.   As one of 37 Texas Schools nominated for this award, it stands as only one of 25 recipients in state and as one of 172 nationwide recipients.   It is with great pride that the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District commends and congratulates Lamar Middle School for its designation as a United States Department of Education Blue Ribbon School of Excellence.  

