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AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Carruth Administration Center

DIALOGUE MEETING                                        MAY 20, 2002

Presiding Officer





                President Doyle Valdez

On this the 20th day of May 2002, at 6:00 p.m., the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District convened in the Carruth Administration Center Board Auditorium, 1111 West 6th Street, Austin, Texas, and announced that it would convene in Executive Session under the provisions of Chapter 551 (Open Meetings), Sections 551.074 and 551.071.    The following members were present, to wit:  Cheryl Bradley, John Fitzpatrick, Robert Schneider, Ingrid Taylor, Doyle Valdez, Ave Wahrmund, and Patricia Whiteside.  The following members were absent, to wit:  Johna Edwards and Rudy Montoya.

President Valdez called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

The Board found and determined that, in accordance with the policies and Order of this Board and with Chapter 551 (Open Meetings) of the Texas Government Code, as amended, the notice of the meeting has been properly complied with, including the posting of notice as to time, date, place of the meeting, and the subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

President Valdez called the Executive Session to order at 6:05 p.m. to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline or dismissal of a public officer or employee including incoming and outgoing principals of Sims, Harris, Blackshear and Oak Springs elementary schools and Dobie and Pearce middle schools; and to meet with its attorneys to receive legal counsel or advice about pending or contemplated litigation or on a matter which the school district’s legal counsel determines should be confidential in accordance with counsel’s duty to the district.   The Board adjourned the Executive Session at 7:36 p.m.

President Valdez reconvened the meeting at 7:40 p.m.

Review of May 28 Board Meeting Table of Contents

Karen Sperry, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent, reviewed the preliminary table of contents for the May 28, 2002, Regular Board Meeting.

The Trustees discussed the following agenda items:  RFP on Cultural Awareness Training; removal of Infant Child Care agenda item; Mayor’s Committee on K-12 Education Excellence Final Report to the Board of Trustees; and Elementary Physical Education and Health Education (K-12).

Discuss 2002-03 Budget Development Process

After discussion regarding the Budget Advisory Committee, the Trustees agreed that the committee would be comprised of eleven individuals, including five business professionals with the knowledge of large budgets nominated by the Trustees, and representatives of the District Advisory Council, Austin Council of PTA, Education Austin, and AAPSA.   

Update on Austin Blueprint Initiative

Dr. Pat Forgione, reviewed The Austin Blueprint To Leave No Child Behind, including the background, development of the Initiative, selection of Blueprint Schools, selection of Blueprint Principals, recruitment of school staff, and the District’s commitment to bilingual education.  

Claudia Tousek, Director of the Blueprint Schools, presented the Blueprint Schools’ progress to date.

Dr. Darlene Westbrook, Deputy Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction; Dr. Ed Fuentes, Deputy Superintendent of Bilingual Education and Human Resources Development; and Alice Doner, Director of School Improvement, responded to concerns related to curriculum, TAAS scores, bilingual education, and the dual language program.

Update on Implementation of Electronic Board Meeting Agendas

Karen Sperry, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent, reviewed the implementation of the new electronic board meeting agenda, including the new equipment, AISD intranet, training for staff and Trustees, bid process, and internet access.  

President Valdez noted that this issue would be a Future Action Item on the May 28th Board Agenda and would be discussed during the Executive Session, as well as principal appointments. 

At this time, Dr. Forgione noted that a reception hosting the high school counselors would be on May 21st from 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. at Z-Tejas, across from the Carruth Administration Center on 6th Street.

President Valdez reported that the Rosedale Center Graduation held on this date was very successful.

Adjournment

The Dialogue Meeting adjourned at 10:20 p.m.
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