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RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees approves the recognition and congratulation of the 48 schools designated Exemplary or Recognized for 2002-2003 by the Texas Education Agency.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Each year the Texas Education administers the Texas Assessment Skills (TAAS) tests to measure student learning and success.  As a result, the Agency issues campus accountability ratings, primarily based on student performance levels on each portion of the TAAS.  In August of this year the Agency designated seventeen (17) AISD schools as Exemplary and thirty-one (31) schools as Recognized, the two highest ratings that a campus can receive.

To earn a rating of Exemplary, a campus must achieve a passing rate of at least 90 percent by all student groups.  AISD campuses that achieved this highest level of performance are the following:

· Anderson High School, 

· Baranoff Elementary School.

· Barton Hills Elementary School,

· Bowie High School,

· Bryker Woods Elementary School,

· Casis Elementary School,

· Davis Elementary School,

· Doss Elementary School,

· Gullett Elementary School,

· Hart Elementary School,

· Highland Park Elementary School,

· Hill Elementary School, 

· Kiker Elementary School, and

· Lee Elementary School,

· Oak Hill Elementary School,

· Sanchez Elementary School, and

· Zilker Elementary School.

To earn a rating of Recognized, a campus must achieve a passing rate of at least 80 percent by all student groups.  The thirty-one AISD schools that attained this level of performance include the following:

· Allison Elementary School,

· Barrington Elementary School,

· Blackshear Elementary School,

· Boone Elementary School,

· Brooke Elementary School,

· Brown Elementary School,

· Casey Elementary School,

· Cowan Elementary School,

· Dawson Elementary School,

· Joslin Elementary School,

· Kocurek Elementary School,

· Maplewood Elementary School,

· Mathews Elementary School,

· Metz Elementary School,

· Mills Elementary School, 

· Murchison Middle School,

· Odom Elementary School,

· Ortega Elementary School,

· Patton Elementary School,

· Pease Elementary School,

· Pillow Elementary School, 

· Reilly Elementary School,

· Ridgetop Elementary School,

· Rodriguez Elementary School,

· Small Middle School,

· St. Elmo Elementary School,

· Summitt Elementary School,

· Walnut Creek Elementary School,

· Williams Elementary School,

· Wooldridge Elementary School, and

· Zavala Elementary School.

It is important to note that these schools comprise about half of all AISD regular campuses.  They are located in all geographic areas of the city and include schools with high numbers of economically disadvantaged students.  In addition, for the first time, we have two high schools that have earned Exemplary status, and two middle schools that have earned the Recognized rating.

ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval.
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BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

Recognition of the 2002-2003 Exemplary and Recognized Campuses

I am deeply honored to announce the forty-eight AISD schools that have been designated Exemplary or Recognized for 2002-2003 by the Texas Education Agency.  The seventeen schools earning the rating of Exemplary are Anderson and Bowie High Schools, Baranoff, Barton Hills, Bryker Woods, Casis, Davis, Doss, Gullett, Hart, Highland Park, Hill, Kiker, Lee, Oak Hill, Sanchez, and Zilker Elementary Schools.  To earn this highest rating, each campus must achieve a passing rate of at least 90 percent on each portion of the TAAS by all student groups.

The schools earning a rating of Recognized are Murchison and Small Middle Schools, Allison, Barrington, Blackshear, Boone, Brooke, Brown, Casey, Cowan, Dawson, Joslin, Kocurek, Maplewood, Mathews, Metz, Mills, Odom, Ortega, Patton, Pease, Pillow, Reilly, Ridgetop, Rodriguez, St. Elmo, Summitt, Walnut Creek, Williams, Wooldridge, and Zavala Elementary Schools.  A Recognized rating requires that a campus achieve a passing rate of at least 80 percent on each portion of the TAAS by all student groups.

It is important to note that these schools comprise almost half of AISD regular campuses.  They are located in all geographic areas of the city and include schools with high numbers of economically disadvantaged students.  In addition, for the first time, we have two high schools that have earned Exemplary status, and two middle schools that have earned the Recognized rating.

It is, therefore, with great pride that the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District honors and congratulates each of these distinguished campuses – its faculty, staff, students, and parents, as well as the leadership of each principal for this outstanding achievement. 

