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SUBJECT:

Safe Walk to School Program

PRESENTER:
Paul Turner, Director

Administrative Support Services

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees approve the attached resolution commending the City of Austin, Austin Police Department, Capital Metro, Austin Safe Kids Coalition, the Austin Travis County Super Cyclists, the Austin ISD Transportation Department, Risk Management Office, and the administration of Pickle Elementary School for their sponsorship and efforts in promoting good safety practices.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Safe Walk to School Program was initiated 17 years ago, sponsored in the Austin area by the City of Austin, Capital Metro and the Austin Police Department, in conjunction with the Austin ISD.  The project is designed to assist children in the development of safe walking habits to and from school, and to school bus stops.  The objective is to help students become aware of potential dangers.

The Safe Walk to School emphasizes the importance of the proper use of traffic signals, crosswalks, crossing guards and student safety patrols.  The program fosters cooperation between the Austin Police Department, school officials, parents and the media in working toward the common goal of protecting the children.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

All of the Austin ISD elementary schools are urged to participate in the program during this and the opening week of school.  On Saturday, August 17, 2002, at the J.J. Pickle Elementary, 1101 Wheatley, a demonstration walk will be held with students and parents participating.  Ms. Claudia Santamaria, principal of Pickle Elementary School, will extend greetings to students, parents and special guests.

Ms. Chris Moore, safety coordinator for the City of Austin and staff presented a brief orientation on safety, while the Austin ISD Transportation Department and Capital Metro staff presented tips on bus safety.

ACTION REQUIRED

Board approval.

CONTACT PERSONS

Paul Turner

Joe Perez

Scott Wyatt

Claudia Santamaria

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the safety of our students is an important school and community concern; and

WHEREAS, the City of Austin, the Austin Police Department, Capital Metro, the Austin Safe Kids coalition, the Austin Travis County Super Cyclists, and the Austin ISD Transportation Department, Risk Management Office, and the administration of Pickle Elementary School will sponsor a back-to-school pedestrian program on August 17, 2002, at J.J. Pickle Elementary School, entitled “Safe Walk to School”; and

WHEREAS, the program is designed to assist students in the development of safe walking habits and to make them aware of the potential dangers that may occur while walking to and from school; and

WHEREAS, the program emphasizes the importance of the proper use of traffic signals, crosswalks, crossing guards, student safety patrols, and school bus safety; and

WHEREAS, this program fosters cooperation among parents, our schools, city officials, and Capital Metro, in working toward the common goal of protecting our students;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Austin ISD recognizes and congratulates the sponsoring organizations, City of Austin, Austin Police Department, Capital Metro, the Austin Safe Kids Coalition, the Austin Travis County Super Cyclists, and the Austin ISD Transportation Department, Risk Management Office, and the administration of J.J. Pickle Elementary School on their efforts to improve the safety of our students and pedestrians in our community.
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Ave Wahrmund, Secretary
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