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SUBJECT:
Approve Interlocal Agreement with The University of Texas Related to Grade 5 Science Pilot Initiative

PRESENTER:
Geoff Rips


RECOMMENDATION

That the Board approve the Interlocal Agreement with the University of Texas College of Natural Sciences.


BACKGROUND INFORMATION


In an effort to reinforce Science education at the fifth grade level, the University of Texas College of Natural Sciences and AISD have developed a program of staff development and classroom tutoring to be piloted at T.A. Brown, Campbell and Zavala Elementary Schools. The University of Texas College of Natural Sciences, in collaboration with the AISD Science curriculum department, is conducting staff development this summer and through the school year for the fifth grade teachers at these schools, developing lessons and hands-on laboratory work around the TEKS. The goal is to raise Science achievement and prepare the students in these schools for pre-AP Science in middle school and advanced Science coursework throughout secondary school. If the pilot proves a success, it will be expanded to ten schools in 2005-2006 and twenty schools in 2006-2007 with outside funding support. The lessons developed will be made available to all AISD fifth grade classrooms.


ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

The University of Texas College of Natural Sciences will lead the staff development in a seven day summer session and on five additional days during the school year. During the summer session, AISD teachers will develop and teach the lessons to be used during the school year in a UT-run summer science camp. UTeach Science students will assist the AISD classroom teachers throughout the school year, providing tutoring and laboratory support. AISD will pay the teachers the average daily stipend of $90 per day for seven days of summer course week (X 11 teachers) and pay substitutes $70 per day for the five days during the school year in which teachers meet with UT staff to analyze the results of their previous nine weeks’ work and prepare lessons for the next nine weeks. This amounts to $10,780. AISD buses will also provide transportation for two field trips.

UT will coordinate the program, provide UTeach interns, and cover professional development expenses. AISD will contribute $20,000 to pay for the UTeach interns assigned to the three AISD schools and the Austin Public Education  Foundation has found a local funder to provide the additional $40,000 required by UT for coordination.

Results from the pilot year will be shared with the Board in May 2005.


ACTION REQUIRED


Board Approval.
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