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SUBJECT:
McCallum High School teacher, Jim Furgeson, receives the HEB Excellence in Education Award
PRESENTER:
Rosalinda Hernandez



Associate Superintendent for High Schools

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District recognize and congratulate McCallum High School History Teacher, Jim Furgeson, for receiving the HEB Excellence in Education Award.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Jim Furgeson, history teacher at McCallum High School, received the HEB Excellence in Education Award. Mr. Furgeson has taught in Austin fourteen years and an additional thirteen years outside the school district. The award is given to individuals in recognition of their contributions as public school educators. Of the four thousand nominees vying for the award, two hundred and twenty-five individuals were selected as semi-finalists and competed in regional competitions.   The regional competition  narrowed the number of candidates to forty-five finalists.  During National Teacher Appreciation Week, finalists were notified and awarded a $1,000.00 check for themselves plus a $1,000.00 grant for their schools.  All finalists were invited to compete in the statewide competition and awards celebration in Austin where nine overall category winners would be selected.  Mr. Furgeson was named one of the nine overall winners, and therefore, received $25,000.00 for himself and a $25,000.00 grant for McCallum High School. 

ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval

CONTACT PERSON

Rosalinda Hernandez

BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

Jim Furgeson, History Teacher at McCallum High School, Awarded the HEB Excellence in Education Award

It is my pleasure to announce that McCallum High School teacher, Jim Furgeson, has been awarded the HEB Excellence in Education Award.  Currently, Mr. Furgeson teaches history at McCallum, but he has also taught at Casis Elementary and in a private setting. Thus far Mr. Furgeson has twenty-seven years of teaching experience, fourteen of which have been in the Austin Independent School District.  The HEB Excellence in Education Award is given to individuals in recognition of their contributions as public school educators.  Of the four thousand candidates vying for the award, two hundred and twenty-five individuals were selected as semi-finalists and competed in the regional competitions.  In the regional competition, forty-five finalists were selected. During National Teacher Appreciation Week, finalists were notified and awarded a $1000.00 check for themselves plus a $1000.00 grant for their schools.  All finalists were invited to participate in the statewide competition and awards celebration in Austin where nine overall category winners would be selected.  Mr. Furgeson was named one of the nine overall winners, and therefore received $25,000.00 for himself and a grant for $25,000.00 for McCallum High School.  It is with great pride that I ask the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District to commend and congratulate Jim Furgeson for this prestigious award.










