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SUBJECT:
Construction of New Tennis Courts and Softball Field at McCallum High School


Award of Contract (EL-9)

PRESENTER:
Edward J. Fuentes, Deputy Superintendent


Bilingual Education and Human Resources Development


Curt Shaw, Director


Construction Management


RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees award a contract, in the amount of $292,675, to Ranger Excavating, Inc. for construction of new tennis courts and a softball field at McCallum High School.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Open areas for athletic teams to practice at McCallum High School have been extremely limited.  The soccer and girls’ softball fields overlap, and there has been no area specifically dedicated for varsity football practice.  As a result, the football program has had to use Veterans Field for practice at times when it is not in use for district-wide sub-varsity football and soccer games.

The 1996 Bond Program provided for the conversion of Veterans Field into a practice field specifically for McCallum’s use.  Plans for this work were included in the scope of services provided by Coffee Crier Schenck and Hammond Architects, to address all of the improvements scheduled for 
McCallum in the 1996 Bond Program.  However, this conversion had to be scheduled to coincide with the completion of the Ellie Noack Field Sports Facility (also included in the 1996 Bond Program), in order that the athletic events that would normally be scheduled at Veterans Field could be relocated to this new venue.  The Veterans Field conversion, which consists of demolition of the east and west bleachers, the restroom and concession buildings, and the removal of the field lighting and poles, is scheduled to be complete by July 11.

To further alleviate the shortage of practice fields at McCallum, the architects have developed plans that address current conflicts 

resulting from the overlapping of the softball field and the soccer field, both of which are undersized.  The scope of work in this project relocates the existing tennis courts to the area formerly occupied by the west bleachers and parking lot for Veterans Field, adjacent to Grover Avenue.  The new tennis facility will consist of five courts, one of which is configured as a “spectator/competition” court.  Demolition of the four existing original tennis courts will then allow for the construction of a new, full-sized softball field in its place.  Relocation of the softball field will allow the soccer practice field to be expanded to regulation size (see Exhibit “A”).

Funds for this project were included in the District’s 2002-2003 operating budget.  The construction budget established for this project is $295,000.

ADMINISTRATION CONSIDERATION

This project was advertised in accordance with Board policy and state law.  A pre-bid conference was held at McCallum High School on June 9, 2003, and a public bid opening was held in the offices of the AISD Construction Management Department on June 12, 2003 at 2:00 pm.

A tabulation of bids received is as follows:

            BIDDER




BID AMOUNT

Ranger Excavating, Inc.
$292,675


Morgan Construction, Inc.
300,200                        


           Braun & Butler Construction, Inc.
430,222            

The low bid of $292,675 is $2,325 under the established construction budget.

Construction documents require the work to be completed by October 3, 2003.

The low bidder, Ranger Excavating, Inc., has completed similar projects for AISD and other school districts in Central Texas. Verification of references indicates the company is qualified to perform the work.

ACTION REQUIRED

Board approval.

CONTACT PERSONS

Edward J. Fuentes

Curt Shaw
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