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Joyce McLarty, Ph. D.


Recommendation


That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District approve $310,000 for the purchase of Scholastic READ 180 reading intervention program for 17 TARGET Grant campuses.


Background Information
On May 29, 2003, AISD was officially awarded one of only 31 TARGET grants in Texas. The Students Succeeding in Reading and Technology project (SSRT) aims to improve academic achievement and teacher effectiveness by involving all participating teachers in a mentoring network that will provide training in the judicious use of student data and technology-based student data systems to identify instructional needs and gaps, best practices for integration, reading literacy, and technology applications TEKS. TARGET funds in combination with Title II Part D funds will place the Scholastic READ 180 reading intervention program in TARGET schools to serve fourth and fifth grade students who read below grade level and who are at risk of not meeting or exceeding the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills as measured by TAKS for their grade level. This intervention includes not only the software and computers for students to work independently to improve their reading and literacy skills, but also professional development in the instructional methodology and face-to-face instruction necessary to foster and enhance literacy and reading skills as well. READ 180 is not a replacement for current literacy instruction but an intervention to be used within current Balanced Literacy instruction for students reading below grade level. READ 180 has been used in 9 AISD schools (Allan, Campbell, Cook, Harris, Jordan, Langford, Ortega, Pecan Springs, Pickle) as part of the Model Reading Intervention Program, Grade 4, in the 2001-2002 school year. Principals and teachers at participating schools have suggested that the program has not only been effective in raising student reading achievement, but has also had a positive impact on student motivation, attendance, and reduced disciplinary problems in the classroom. The outcomes were attributed to the program’s structure, as well as the built-in feedback to the students on their reading progress. Scholastic is a sole source vendor for READ 180.


Action Required

Board approval.
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