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RECOMMENDATION

None.  This is a Board information and discussion item aimed at supporting RESULTS policy monitoring.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The centerpiece of the Board’s adoption of the “policy governance” model is our RESULTS policies.  These policies codify what the Austin community believes our students should know and be able to do. The monitoring of RESULTS policies is built over time.  During the first year of policy governance, the administration must identify the metrics to be used to benchmark and measure reasonable growth over time.

The district has demonstrated significant improvements in English Language Learners’ (ELLs) achievement as measured by TAAS. (See attachment: ELLs passing standards over time). With the new TAKS accountability system, however, academic achievement            will be measured using more rigorous standards.  Since this is the initial year of TAKS testing, no previous TAKS scores are available to determine growth. Rather, this year is the benchmark year for   student proficiency on the TAKS. Achievement growth on the TAKS will be measured in subsequent years with comparison to the Spring 2003 scores.

As for native-English speakers becoming proficient in a second language, the district’s adopted Recommended High School Plan requires two-years of a foreign language for graduation.  However, two-years’ study is usually not equated with “proficiency” in a language.  The district will have to adopt a different standard(s) and track the number of students that reach this milestone(s).

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

Proficiency in a second language should be measured in three modalities: reading, writing and speaking.

Reading 

To measure the English proficiency of English Language Learners  (ELLs), the following performance indicators and targets are suggested.

Proposed English Reading Proficiency Indicators for ELLs:
	Performance Indicators
	Performance Targets
	Monitoring Frequency

	Reading for ELLs served in ESL Program at

Grades K-2
	Increasing percent of ELLs reading at or above grade level, as indicated by state reading assessments—Texas Primary Reading Inventory
	Annually

	TAKS Performance in 

Reading for ELLS testing in English at grades 3-11
	Increasing percent of ELLS meeting or exceeding TAKS passing standards as determined by the State Board of Education in November 2002.  
	Annually

	TAKS Performance in

Reading for ELLs testing in English at grades 3-11
	No significant achievement gaps between student groups 
	Annually

	Academic Proficiency in Reading for ELLs testing in English at grades 3-11
	Increasing percent of ELLs scoring at TAKS commended status.
	Annually

	Advanced Proficiency level on the Reading Proficiency Test in English (RPTE) at grades

3-12


	All students advance at least one language level of proficiency or meet the RPTE advanced proficiency level set by the state.
	Annually





Writing at Grades 4, 7 and 11

To measure the English writing proficiency of ELLs, the following performance indicators and targets are suggested.

Proposed English Writing Performance Indicators and Targets

	Performance Indicators
	Performance Targets
	Monitoring Frequency

	TAKS Performance in Writing for ELLs testing in English at grades 3-11
	Increasing percent of ELLs meeting or exceeding TAKS passing standards as determined by the SBOE in November 2002. 


	Annually


Speaking and Listening

To measure English speaking and listening of ELLs the following performance indicators are suggested. 

Proposed Speaking/Listening Performance Indicators and Targets

	Performance on the State assessment in Speaking and Listening for ELLs at grades K-12
	The State is in the process of developing a formal assessment measure for determining student mastery for listening and speaking.  It is likely that the performance target will be normed against native English speakers of appropriate ages.
	Annually


Second Language Proficiency for Native English Speakers

For our purpose, mastery is defined as successfully completing course work beyond the recommended plan requirements of two years. Austin ISD offers students four-second language options: French, Latin, Sign Language and Spanish.  (See attachment:  Second Language Participation)

To measure progress of students towards mastery of a second language the following performance indicators are suggested.

Proposed Second Language for Native Speakers Performance Indicators and Targets

	Performance Indicators
	Performance Targets
	Monitoring Frequency

	Earn Second Language credits beyond the recommended plan.
	An increasing percent of students successfully complete the third year of academic course work in a second language.
	Annually

	Place on the National Second Language Exams at grades 9-12
	An increasing percent of students participate in and rank in the top ten percent in the nation.
	Annually

	Earn college credit on the Second Language Advanced Placement Exam. at grades 8-12


	An Increasing percent of students participate in and pass the AP Second Language Exam at levels 2-5.
	Annually


ACTION REQUIRED

None at this time.
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