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SUBJECT:

Board Development Discussion: English Language Learners (GP-1)

PRESENTER:
Edward J. Fuentes, Ph.D., Deputy Superintendent of Bilingual Education & Human Resources Development

Della May Moore, Director of Bilingual Education/English as a Second Language




RECOMMENDATION
That the Board of Trustees provide comment to staff regarding best program practices.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Research indicates that effectively addressing the education of English Language Learners (ELLs) requires program standards.  These standards must address program characteristics, academic rigor, adequate academic resources, teaching quality, and valid student assessments and program evaluations.

Further the US Department of Education states that the role of effective Bilingual Education and ESL programs must be grounded on two principles:

· That all children are capable of engaging in complex thinking, and,

· That developing and maintaining students’ native language does not interfere with English language acquisition.  On the contrary, research over the last decade in bilingual classrooms indicates utilization of, and facility in, the primary language enhances the acquisition of a second language. 

Austin ISD’s Bilingual Education/English as a Second Language program is organized around three standards:  

1)
Educational Theory – Is the Bilingual Education/English as a Second Language program based on sound educational theory? 

2)
Educational Program Components - Are program practices, including resources and personnel, reasonably calculated to implement the educational theory effectively?

3)
Program Evaluation – Does the district evaluate its programs for English Language Learners and make adjustments where needed to ensure language barriers are being overcome?

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

With the increasing population of ELLs, it is critical to build a more coherent program that ensures the academic success of ELLs and greater accountability for the program that serves them.  District staff and Dr. Alba Ortiz, a national expert in language acquisition and programs for English Language Learners, will define educational services for ELLs within the context of the following key questions:

1) What does research identify as best practices in academic programs for English Language Learners?

2) What are the challenges in achieving a more coherent system that ensures academic success for ELLs?

3) How can Austin ISD assure greater accountability for the 

Bilingual Education/English as a Second Language program?
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