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AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Carruth Administration Center

SPECIAL MEETING                       MAY 17, 2004

Presiding Officer






President Doyle A. Valdez

On this the 17th day of May 2004, at 6:00 p.m., the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District convened in the Carruth Administration Center Auditorium, 1111 West 6th Street, Austin, Texas, and announced that it would convene in Executive Session under the provisions of Chapter 551 (Open Meetings), Sections 551.074 and 551.071.  The following members were present, to wit:  Cheryl Bradley, Johna Edwards, John Fitzpatrick, Rudy Montoya, Jr., Robert Schneider, Ingrid Taylor, Doyle Valdez, Ave Wahrmund, and Patricia Whiteside.  

President Valdez called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. 

The Board found and determined that, in accordance with the policies and Order of this Board and with Chapter 551 (Open Meetings) of the Texas Government Code, as amended, the notice of the meeting has been properly complied with, including the posting of notice as to time, date, place of the meeting, and the subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

President Valdez called the Executive Session to order at 6:10 p.m. to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee including, but not limited to deliberation of the duties, employment and appraisal of the Superintendent; and to consult with legal counsel regarding pending or contemplated litigation or on a matter which the school district’s legal counsel determines should be confidential.  The Board adjourned the Executive Session at 7:13 p.m.

President Valdez reconvened the meeting at 7:17 p.m.

Approve Agenda

Ingrid Taylor made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves the Agenda as presented.  Johna Edwards seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

Robert Schneider presented an amendment to the motion that Consent Agenda Item E., Board Consent for the Erwin Center’s Building Use Agreement, be removed for discussion.  Cheryl Bradley seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

The Board voted on the amended original motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

Pledge of Allegiance

Recognitions

· Bailey Middle School Teacher Linda Voelzel Named Texas French Teacher of the Year

Robert Schneider made a motion that the Board of Trustees recognizes Linda Voelzel, Bailey Middle School teacher, for being named the Texas Foreign Language Association French Teacher of the Year.  Ave Wahrmund seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.  

The Board congratulated Ms. Voelzel, who was accompanied by Bailey Middle School Principal Julia Hankins; and Michael Hydak, Foreign Language Instructional Coordinator.  

· LBJ High School Newspaper, The Liberator, Receives State and National Recognition, and LBJ Journalism Student Kelsey Jukam Wins 2nd Place in the State Alcohol Awareness Competition at the University Interscholastic Press Conference Convention

Cheryl Bradley made a motion that the Board of Trustees recognizes the LBJ High School journalism students and the LBJ Newspaper, The Liberator,  for receiving both state and national recognition during the University Interscholastic Press Conference Convention.  The Liberator received a Gold Star Award for superior achievements in the production of a student publication that serves students, school and community through journalistic coverage, reporting, writing and leadership; and LBJ Junior Kelsey Jukam received second place in the state alcohol awareness competition sponsored by the Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse and Partners for a Drug Free Texas; and The Liberator also received a Silver Crown Award by the Columbia Scholastic Press Association in New York for the exhibition of excellence in writing, concept, coverage, design and photography.  Johna Edwards seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

The Board congratulated LBJ co-editors Erin Coupal and Katie Walsh, who were accompanied by The Liberator Adviser Janet Elbom, and LBJ Principal Brenda Burrell.

· Crockett High School Career and Technology Students Win First Place in State Competitions

Patricia Whiteside made a motion that the Board of Trustees recognizes the Crockett High School Career and Technology students winning first place in state competitions.   Johna Edwards seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.


Rubi Chavez

DECA student
1st place in Food Marketing Division





Letty Vasquez-Jones, Crockett DECA sponsor


Arturo Villarreal
HOSA student
1st place in Sports Medicine 





Bette Talkington, Crockett HOSA sponsor

The Board congratulated Miss Chavez and Mr. Villarreal, who were accompanied by Crockett High School Assistant Principal Scott Lipton.

Board Consent for the Erwin Center’s Building Use Agreement 

Board discussion included the following:  the situation of the University of Texas scheduling three graduations on one evening with McNeil High School in between Bowie High School and Anderson High School; the principals developing a solution; the University of Texas accepting accountability; the request for a refund due to the situation; and the notification of parents and students.

Consent Agenda

John Fitzpatrick made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves the Consent Agenda, with changes made to the Board Meeting Minutes of May 3, 2004 Special Meeting.  Ave Wahrmund seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

In summary, the following items were approved:


Board Meeting Minutes



April 6, 2004, Work Session



April 27, 2004, Work Session



May 3, 2004, Special Meeting

(correction on Page 3 of 5, 3rd paragraph, Environmental Defense instead of Environmental Protection Agency)



May 4, 2004, Special Meeting



May 10, 2004, Regular Meeting

Appointment of Principal of Mathews Elementary School – Approved the appointment of Amy Kinkade as Principal of Mathews Elementary School.

Appointment of Principal of L.B.J. High School – Approved the appointment of Patrick Patterson as Principal of LBJ High School.

Appointment of Principal of Reagan High School – Approved the appointment of John Gonzalez as Principal of Reagan High School.

Board Consent for the Erwin Center’s Building Use Agreement – Approved The University of Texas at Austin Erwin Center’s Building Use Agreement, shown as Attachment A of the Official Minutes, which outlines the costs for the graduation ceremonies of Akins, Anderson, Austin, Bowie, Crockett, LBJ and McCallum high schools.

Approval of Order Calling for 2004 Bond Election

Dr. Pat Forgione, Superintendent, provided a review of the 2004 Bond Proposal.  

David Mendez, attorney with Bickerstaff, Heath, Smiley, L.L.P., reviewed and made the presentation of the Order Calling the Election.

John Fitzpatrick made a motion that the Board of Trustees calls a special election on September 11, 2004, for the purpose of presenting the bond measures to the AISD voters that are described in the Bond Election Order, shown as Attachment B of the Official Minutes, prepared by the District’s legal and bond counsel and which is before the Trustees this evening.  Cheryl Bradley seconded the motion.

An Order Calling Bond Election was duly introduced for the consideration of such Board and read in full.   It was duly moved and seconded that such order be adopted; and after due discussion, such motion, carrying with it the adoption of such order, prevailed and carried by the following vote:



9 – Ayes



0 - Opposed

The motion passed unanimously.

The unlimited tax bonds would finance certain improvements listed below:

· Construction, acquisition and equipment of school buildings and classroom additions;

· Purchase of sites for schools or other district facilities;

· Construction and/or renovation, rehabilitation, improvement and/or expansion of school district buildings including district-wide facilities and systems and facilities for technology;

· Renovation, rehabilitation, improvement and/or expansion of school buildings to address safety and security and hazardous materials abatement;

· Purchase of school buses;

· Construction and/or renovation, rehabilitation, improvement and/or expansion of district-wide athletic facilities and playslabs for the elementary physical education program;

· Construction, acquisition and equipment of a performing arts center only if the conditions outlined in Section 9 of Attachment B, “Order Calling Bond Election,” are fulfilled; and

· Refunding any of the District’s outstanding contractual obligations.

Resolution Regarding the Use of Bond Proceeds and Providing for the Appointment of an Oversight Committee

Johna Edwards made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves the following Resolution:


WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees (the “Board”) of the Austin Independent School District (the “District”) has called a bond election (the “Election”) to be held on September 11, 2004; and


WHEREAS, the voters of the District may approve the issuance of bond (the “Bonds”) at the Election; and


WHEREAS, the Board intends to insure that proceeds of the Bonds, are expended to complete the projects for which the Bonds are issued;


IT IS, THEREFORE, RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT:


Section 1.
An Oversight Committee, which shall be appointed upon the approval of the Bonds, shall present written public reports (the “Reports”) to the Board.  The Reports shall be presented to the Board at least semiannually, beginning with the first regular meeting of the Board following the expiration of six months after the date of delivery of the Bonds (or any installment thereof) and continuing until the proceeds of the Bonds have been spent.  Such Report shall detail the status of the projects financed by the Bonds, and other matters.


Section 2.
The proceeds of the Bonds shall be expended for the projects authorized pursuant to the Bond propositions.  Upon a determination by the Oversight Committee that any proposed change in a site location or in the scope of a project is significant, the District shall (i) consult with legal counsel (which may be an employee of the District or a person unaffiliated with the District, such as nationally recognized bond counsel) to determine the authority of the District to proceed with such change and (ii), upon a determination by legal counsel that such change is authorized, hold a public hearing for the purpose of obtaining public input into such proposed change.


Section 3.
The Board recognizes and acknowledges its responsibility to use the proceeds of the Bonds authorized by the voters to provide the best educational environment for the District’s children, consistent with applicable law.  The Board hereby covenants with the voters of the District, that the Board will diligently pursue the completion of the bond program as approved by the voters.


Section 4.
This Resolution is effective upon the approval by the voters of the District of any of the propositions presented in the September 11, 2004 election.

Ave Wahrmund seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

At 8:18 p.m, President Valdez announced the conclusion of the televised portion of the meeting.

Board Debriefing

After discussion, the Trustees completed five Board Self-Assessment Forms with an overall rating of Commendable:  one rated Met Our Best Expectations, three rated Commendable, and one rated Acceptable.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.








_______________________________ 








Doyle Valdez, President of the Board

__________________________________ 

Patricia Whiteside, Secretary of the Board

