Attachment 1.  Preliminary Observations of TAKS 2004


Preliminary Observations of TAKS 2004 Results (English Only)
All Tests Taken

· For every grade level and student group combination (African American, Hispanic, White, or Economically Disadvantaged in grades 3 through 11), the percentages of students in AISD passing all TAKS tests taken increased relative to prior year.  Improvements ranged from 5 percentage point increases for 6th, 8th, and 10th graders, on up to a 24 percentage point increase for exit level takers.  The increases are observed after adjusting prior year scores to the comparable passing standard for all grade levels except exit.  This indicates that student achievement in Austin ISD is improving faster than the state is raising its standards.

· The percentages of students scoring at the Commended level (typically 90% of all items answered correctly) are in the double digits through the elementary grades, and decrease markedly beginning in the 7th grade.  The best performance is seen at third grade, where over one-fourth of all students scored at Commended level on all TAKS tests taken.

· 72% of all AISD juniors tested passed all TAKS tests taken.  A total of 1,009 examinees will need to retake one or more portions of TAKS to be able to graduate before May 2005.  They will have four more opportunities to take and pass the relevant portion(s) of the test.

· Districtwide, 70% or more of all students taking the State Developed Alternative Assessments met their Admission, Review and Dismissal (ARD) Committee’s expectations for performance, as follows:  Reading at 87%, Mathematics at 79%, and Writing at 70%.

Reading and English Language Arts

· Greatest improvements relative to 2003 in Reading/English Language Arts were seen at exit level across all student groups, ranging from a 27 percentage point improvement among White students to 32 percentage point improvements for both Hispanic and African American students.

· The highest overall passing rates in this subject were seen at grades 3 (94% across March and April administrations), 11 (exit – at 88%), 4 (at 85%), and 8 (at 84%).

· Substantial changes in Reading passing rates also were observed from 2003 to 2004 at grades 3, 8, 9 and 10 among all student groups.  Gains among minority and disadvantaged groups generally were two times greater than those seen among White students, except at grade 10.

· Performance at 7th grade was not quite as strong this year compared to last year, with slightly fewer students overall achieving the standard.

· The greatest improvements in percentages of students scoring at Commended level in Reading or English Language Arts were seen at grades 3 and exit level, with an 11 percentage point jump over prior year performance in AISD. 

· Fewer 8th graders this year than last year scored at Commended level in Reading, and no improvements were observed at 6th grade in Reading or at 10th grade in English Language Arts.

Mathematics

· Among all students tested in Mathematics, passing rates were highest at 3rd, 4th, 11th (exit) and 5th grades, in descending order (88%; 86%; 81%; and 80%, respectively).  Improvements in the passing rates were greatest at exit level, 4th, 7th, and 3rd grades, respectively.

· The lowest observed passing rates this year were at 8th through 10th grades at 59%, 54%, and 59%, respectively), and these also were among the grade levels with the least amount of improvement seen in passing rates relative to 2003.

· Among all students tested, 5th graders in Austin most often scored at Commended level in Mathematics (27%). 

· Greatest improvement in the frequency of Commended level scores in Mathematics occurred at exit level with a 13 percentage point change observed, and at grade 3 with an 8 percentage point change seen.  These improvements were followed closely by 5th and 8th grade, each demonstrating a 7 percentage point improvement in the percentage of Commended level scores.

Writing

· Performance at 4th grade in Writing surpassed the 90% mark, at 91% of all students tested, while performance at 7th grade improved by 10 percentage points over 2003, with the passing rate equal to 87% this year.

· Improvements for African American, Hispanic, and economically disadvantaged students in Writing at both grades 4 and 7 ranged from 9 to 17 percentage points, and far outpaced the improvements shown by White students at either grade level, at 2 percentage points.

· Nearly one quarter (23%) of all 4th and 7th graders performed at the Commended level in Writing; improvements over prior year were greatest for White students, with 14 and 18 percentage point differences relative to 2003, and were smallest among African American 4th graders and economically disadvantaged 7th graders, where 4 percentage point improvements were seen.

Science

· The highest overall passing rate in Science was seen at exit level (83%), and the lowest passing rate this year was at 10th grade (58%).  

· Improvements relative to 2003 were most pronounced at exit level, ranging from a 10 percentage point change among White students to a 25 percentage point improvement among African American students in the district.

· Improvements at 10th grade were smaller for minority students and economically disadvantaged students, relative to White students.

· White students at all grade levels tested in Science also demonstrated the greatest improvement since 2003 in earning scores at Commended level, relative to their minority and disadvantaged peers.  

· Fifth graders most often earned Commended scores, at 16% of all students tested.

Social Studies

· Performance in Social Studies declined with grade levels tested.  That is, exit level test takers most often met the standard, at 96%; 10th graders next most often met the standard, at 83%; and 8th graders’ performance declined slightly relative to 2003, with 82% meeting the standard this year.

· The improvements in passing rates for Social Studies were greatest at exit level, where the changes ranged from 13 percentage points for African American students down to 4 percentage points for White students.

· One quarter of the exit level Social Studies examinees earned Commended level scores; one fifth of the 8th graders, and nearly one fifth (19%) of the 10th graders were able to perform at similarly high levels.

· Improvements in earning Commended level scores were greatest among exit level and 8th grade White students (18 and 13 percentage points, respectively) and were smallest among African American 10th grade students at 1 percentage point.

Preliminary Observations on TAKS 2004 Results (Spanish Only)
All Tests Taken

· Passing rates for all TAKS tests taken in Spanish were greatest at third grade, at 70%, and were least at 5th and 6th grades, at 31% and 33%, respectively.

· Improvements in passing rates for all Spanish TAKS tests taken were in the double digits for all grade levels except at 4th grade.  The range was from a 22 percentage point improvement at 5th grade to a 9 percentage point improvement at 4th grade.

· Very few Spanish TAKS test takers scored at Commended level on all tests taken.  Values ranged from 7% of all third graders to 0% of all 5th graders scoring at Commended level on all tests.

Reading

· Passing rates ranged from a high of 88% among 3rd graders, to 58% among 6th graders taking Spanish TAKS in Reading.

· Improvements in passing rates relative to 2003 were greatest for 3rd graders at 25 percentage points, and for 5th graders at 20 percentage points.  

· Fewer 6th graders met the standard this year than last year in Spanish TAKS Reading (58% this year compared to 63% in 2003).

· Nearly one fifth (18%) of the 3rd graders taking Spanish TAKS in Reading scored at the Commended level on the test.

Mathematics

· The percentage of students meeting the standard ranged from 73% in 3rd grade down to 33% at 6th grade.

· At grades 3, 4, and 5, the improvement in passing rates from 2003 was a minimum 16 percentage point difference; at 6th grade, the improvement was 9 percentage points over the passing rate in 2003.

· The percentages of students scoring at the Commended level on Spanish TAKS in Mathematics ranged from 1% at 6th grade up to 11% at 4th grade.  

Writing

· Among 4th graders taking the Writing test in Spanish, 89% met the standard, up by 4 percentage points from 2003.  This performance begins to approximate that seen among all students tested in English on TAKS Writing, at 91%.

· A total of 15% of the Spanish TAKS takers earned Commended scores in Writing, up 5 percentage points over their peers in 2003.

Science

· With only 20% of all 5th grade examinees on Spanish TAKS meeting the standard in Science, this subject area represents one of the greatest challenges for the district this coming year.  On a percentage basis, none of the examinees scored at the Commended level.

· Improvement in Science performance was evident among Spanish test takers, as this year’s passing rate was 13 percentage points better than the performance turned in by 5th graders just one year ago, at 7% meeting the standard.
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