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SUBJECT:

2004 Preliminary TAKS Results Discussion (Results 2.1-2.4)

PRESENTERS:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook, Chief Academic Officer


Dr. Denise Collier, Executive Director for Curriculum


Dr. Maria Whitsett, Executive Director for Accountability




RECOMMENDATIONS

That the Board of Trustees receive and discuss preliminary 2004 TAKS results.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

TAKS tests were administered in February, March, and April of this school year to students in grades 3 through 11.  Table 1 below indicates which subjects are assessed at each grade level.
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Table 1.

In late May, preliminary results were received from the Texas Education Agency for all of the tested areas indicated in Table 1.

These results are considered “preliminary” by the Texas Education Agency as they do not reflect the accountability subset of students for campus and district ratings.  Official accountability results and ratings will be received from the Texas Education Agency in the fall of 2004.

AISD Results Policy 2 (student achievement) indicators adopted by the Board of Trustees monitor TAKS performance in three areas for improvement: 

· Increasing percentages of students in all student groups meeting or exceeding the TAKS passing standard on tests taken.

· Increasing percentages of students in all student groups meeting or exceeding the TAKS commended standard on tests taken, and

· Decreasing achievement gaps between and among identified student groups.

At this meeting preliminary results will be presented for discussion that provide initial analysis of the data according to these three performance indicators. The attachments include the following:

Attachment 1.
Preliminary Observations of Results

Attachment 2.
AISD 1Year Comparisons—2003 to 2004

(English, Met Standard and Commended) (Spanish, Met Standard and Commended)

Attachment 3.
AISD 2004 at a Glance 



      (Met Standard and Commended)




ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS
This fall, when final results and accountability ratings are received, four Results Policy monitoring reports will be presented to the Board of Trustees.  Our current Board Policy Results monitoring schedule is as follows:  

1. August 23, 2004

Language Arts (2.1) Results 

Mathematics (2.2) Results

2.  September, 13, 2004
Science (2.3) Results

Social Studies (2.4) Results

3.  October 13, 2004
Federal AYP Accountability








Results and Report

4.  November 8, 2004
State AEIS Accountability 








Results and Report

The district has been advised by the TEA that the final state data sill not be released until October 2004.  Given this later than usual 

notification, the Board might consider revising the monitoring schedule to adjust to the state’s release of final test data.

Description of Preliminary Findings

As the passing standards are phased-in until spring of 2005, comparisons of actual results from year to year require recomputation for valid interpretations of changes in performance.  When that is done with the 2003 data, the results show improvements nearly across the board from 2003 to 2004.  

Among the highlights of the results are the following:

· For every grade level and student group, the percentages of students passing all TAKS tests taken in English increased relative to last year.

· Reading scores among Hispanic, African American, and Economically Disadvantaged students showed gains generally twice as great as those seen among White students.

· Double-digit gains were made in the passing rates for all tests taken in Spanish in all grade levels except 4th grade.
Attachment 1, which was previously delivered to the Board, provides additional conclusions and observations from the preliminary data analysis.  Attachments 2 and 3 provide detailed results by grade, subject, and student group.  Despite the improvement gains shown in Attachments 2 and 3, significant achievement gaps persist between various student groups within the district.

All observed trends as noted above and in the attached data tables must be considered preliminary in nature, until final results for the non-mobile subset of Austin ISD students are received in October 2004 from the Texas Education Agency.

Response to Preliminary Findings

These results, while preliminary, have been used to focus summer intervention programs and improvements in programs and services to students for next year.  Summer school curricula have been revised at all grade levels to reflect TAKS and TEKS gap areas.  Common summer school assessments focusing on TAKS and TEKS mastery have been written and disseminated with summer school curricula.  All summer school teachers either already have, or will have, received training from content-area specialists in the use of the summer school curricula and assessments.  Focused summer interventions for the 1009 juniors (2003-2004) who failed one or 

more portions of the test are underway.  One example of this is the use of the TRACK online TAKS exit test tutorial and diagnostic testing program that was developed by the University of Texas.  Seniors (2004-2005) who attend summer school will be taught to use the TRACK online tutorial and testing program.  

In preparation for next year, Instructional Planning Guides (IPGs) are being revised based on teacher feedback and student achievement results analysis.  TAKS results are being used to revise and improve resources, intervention programs, and pacing of instruction within each grading period.  TAKS results are also being used to make improvements to the district benchmark tests including such improvements as areas of focus, numbers of test items per TAKS objective, and the format of certain test items.  

In August of 2004, all Personal Graduation Plans and student intervention plans will be revised and implemented according to identified student needs including non-mastery of TAKS objectives and tests.




ACTION REQUIRED

None at this time.




CONTACT PERSONS


Dr. Pat Forgione


Dr. Darlene Westbrook


Dr. Denise Collier


Dr. Maria Whitsett
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