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SUBJECT:
Learning.com “EasyTech Instructional System”

PRESENTER:
Joy McLarty, Deputy Superintendent




Accountability and Information Systems





RECOMMENDATION

Approval to renew the EasyTech Instructional System contract: 


Cost:  $178,916.25 (twelve month license expiring August 15, 2004).




BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The EasyTech Instructional System is an on-line resource that provides K-8 teachers with a series of 15-minute lessons correlated with the state-mandated technology TEKS.  It was originally piloted at Zilker Elementary School and implemented throughout the Austin ISD elementary schools during the 2001-2002 school year.  Middle schools adopted the package during the 2002-2003 school year. Usage reports show that, as of 3-28-03, over 1374 teachers have used the system to teach over 362,183 lessons.  As such, it is clear that that this tool is useful in the implementation of the technology TEKS for elementary school students.  Implementation has also coincided with the development of a scope and sequence of the K-8 technology TEKS by the department of instructional technology and the AISD Technology Advisory Committee.




ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS
The implementation of the EasyTech Learning System is consistent with the Board-endorsed “AISD Vision for Technology, 2001-2005.”  Goal One of the vision calls for the use of technology integrated into all areas of the curriculum to increase student learning and to work more efficiently.  Goal Three of the vision is fulfilled as well since the EasyTech system utilizes AISD infrastructure and information resources to improve instruction.  In addition, the Easy Tech system addresses Goal Four by helping teachers be prepared to use technology in their teaching.

EasyTech Learning System resources were piloted in the 2002 at Pearce and Lamar Middle Schools with favorable recommendations.  The system was implemented in grades 6-8 at all Austin ISD middle schools in the 2002-2003 school year.
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