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RECOMMENDATION

That the Board approves the addition of the Texas Student Ambassador Program to the AISD Course offerings for the 2003-2004 school year up and through the 2006-2007 school year.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Two students from Austin High School have been selected to participate in an educational pilot program called the Texas Student Ambassador Program.  The admission to the program was highly competitive and selected students must demonstrate initiative, leadership and personal responsibility. These two students were selected from a pool of 340 applicants and are two of forty students that will participate in the Program.  The students will be learning about and traveling to Brazil. 

The program is initiated by the Office of the Governor of Texas and administered through the Texas Education Agency.  The program is for one state graduation elective credit.  The course will provide students with the opportunity to become more informed, international citizens.  The studies will encompass the region’s governments, economies, cultures and ways of life.  This will take place over an intensive three-week educational experience and the students will be required to participate in pre-travel meetings, and must share what they have learned with other social studies students in their school in the fall of 2003, and may share their experiences with their community.

Once students have met course requirements a letter of approval will be issued from the Texas Student Ambassador Program and the school will award course credit. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

To ensure that students can earn credit for participation in this innovative course, pursuant to Texas Administrative Code, Section 74.27 a school district may develop innovative or other locally designed courses to enable students to master knowledge, skills and competencies not included in the required Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) curriculum.   This program meets those requirements.  The Department of Curriculum supports the addition of the Texas Student Ambassador Program for the 2003-2004 school year continuing through the 2006-2007 school year.    

ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval.
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