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SUBJECT:
LBJ Robotics Team for Third Place Finish in FIRST Five State Competition 

PRESENTER:
Peggy Gordon, Ed.D., Area 4 Superintendent

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District recognize and congratulate the LBJ Robotics Team and their sponsor for their third place finish in a five state For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology (FIRST) competition. 




BACKGROUND INFORMATION


The For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology (FIRST) organization is located in Manchester, New Hampshire.  The LBJ Robotics team was required to design, build, test, and ship their robot applying theoretical knowledge learned in other aspects of their education while integrating skills in such a way as to make the interdisciplinary use of physics, computer science, geometry and manufacturing work in a seamless manner. This outstanding group not only raised the money for their entry, but they went in  before school, at lunch, after school and on Saturdays.


During the five state competition held at the Reliant Arena in Houston, Texas, the students had to maintain the robot, make and revise strategies, and manage their time and resources.  Their third place finish qualified them for the national level competition, but lack funding prevented their participation.


Team members are:


Bill Bixler

Sean Catchpole

William Diaz


Seena Farzaneh
Troupe Gammage

David Giesberg


Eric Giesberg
Erin Hartman


Matt Johnson


Arie Krumholtz
Chris Mayer


Shawn McCoy


Tristan Michael
Matt Montry


JJ Ojeda


Jimmy Paulos
Dmitri Predtetcheski

Kate Riffey


Jonathan Schultz
Vince Thiele


Akihiro Tsuruta


Bob Urbe

John Young




Anthony Bertucci, Faculty Sponsor

ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval

CONTACT PERSON

Brenda Burrell, LBJ Principal

Betty Stapp, LBJ Magnet Program Director

BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

LBJ Robotics Team for Third Place Finish in FIRST Five State Competition

I am honored to recognize the LBJ Robotics Team for receiving third place in the five state competition:  For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology.  The students were required to design, build, test, and ship their robot, applying theoretical knowledge learned in other aspects of their education while integrating skills in such a way as to make use of physics, computer science, geometry and manufacturing work in a seamless manner.  This outstanding group not only raised the money for their entry, but went in before school, at lunch, after school, and on Saturdays.  It is with tremendous pride that the Board of Trustees of the  Austin Independent School District commends and congratulates the LBJ Robotics Team and their sponsor, LBJ faculty member Anthony Bertucci, on this most outstanding achievement.

