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Physician Services for SHARS Medicaid Reimbursement Program - e

RECOMMENDATION

That an award be made to William E. Bucknall, M.D., for professional review of student files for students in Special Education who are Medicaid-eligible, for the fiscal period 2003-2004 with two (2) one (1) year renewal options, for an estimated amount of $40,000 per year.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

AISD currently operates a Medicaid reimbursement program entitled School Health and Related Services (SHARS) to receive federal funds for certain health-related professional services provided to Medicaid-eligible students in Special Education. Per state and federal regulations, a licensed physician is required to perform an annual review of records of students who as a part of their educational program receive Speech Therapy, Physical Therapy, and/or Occupational Therapy.  The purpose of this Medical review is to affirm that treatment/therapy is consistent with the individual student’s health needs during the educational experience. Since July 1996, the District has contracted with a private physician to perform the required medical review for the SHARS program. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATION

Dr. Bucknall is being recommended for continuation of services as the physician of record for the SHARS program, based on his professional expertise and long-standing relationship with AISD. Dr. Bucknall has a long work history dealing with students with disabilities. He has a unique insight and expertise that results in a highly effective and efficient performance of duties. His semi-retirement status makes him available and willing to perform the limited administrative duties and medical services that are mandated by federal rules, but less attractive to a physician with an active practice. Dr. Bucknall has been extremely diligent, available upon request, and has contributed most positively to the reimbursement that the SHARS program has realized.

Tasks completed by Dr. Bucknall are exempted from bidding requirements in the bidding statutes applicable to the District, since they are considered professional services, as defined in the Professional Services Procurement Act.
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