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AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Carruth Administration Center

PARENT COMPLAINT                                             MAY 6, 2003

                           HEARING

Presiding Officer






 Secretary Ave Wahrmund

President Doyle A. Valdez

On this the 6th day of May 2003, at 6:00 p.m., the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District convened in the Carruth Administration Center Auditorium, 1111 West 6th Street, Austin, Texas, and announced that it would convene in Executive Session under the provisions of Chapter 551 (Open Meetings), Sections 551.074, 551.076, 551.082 and 551.071.  The following members were present, to wit:  Cheryl Bradley (arriving at 6:12 p.m.), Johna Edwards, John Fitzpatrick, Rudy Montoya, Jr. (arriving at 6:17 p.m.), Robert Schneider, Doyle Valdez (arriving at 6:28 p.m.), Ave Wahrmund, and Patricia Whiteside.   The following member was absent, to wit:  Ingrid Taylor. 

Secretary Wahrmund called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

The Board found and determined that, in accordance with the policies and Order of this Board and with Chapter 551 (Open Meetings) of the Texas Government Code, as amended, the notice of the meeting has been properly complied with, including the posting of notice as to time, date, place of the meeting, and the subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

Secretary Wahrmund called the Executive Session to order at 6:09 p.m. to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee; to deliberate the deployment, or specific occasions for implementation, of security personnel or devices; to consult with legal counsel regarding and to deliberate the Level III complaints filed by Bowie High School parents pursuant to Board Policy FNG; and to consult with legal counsel regarding pending or contemplated litigation or on a matter which the school district’s legal counsel determines should be confidential in accordance with counsel’s duty to the district pursuant to the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the Sate Bar of Texas.  The Board adjourned the Executive Session at 6:34 p.m.

President Valdez reconvened the meeting at 6:43 p.m.

President Valdez reviewed the process for the grievances.  Presentations are limited to ten minutes with a three-minute warning from Secretary Wahrmund.  The rebuttals are limited to five minutes with a one-minute warning from Secretary Wahrmund.

Bowie High School Parents Level III Complaint I

Tammy Meier, Bowie High School parent, addressed the Board regarding a grievance appealed to the Board of Trustees pursuant to Board Policy FNG (LOCAL) concerning the authority of the Bowie High School principal to determine the number of members on the cheerleading team.  The parents are requesting that the cheerleading team consist of seventeen or more members to allow the inclusion of four returning team members.  Ms. Meier, representing the Bowie High School parents, alleged that Mr. Ewing’s decision was made in an arbitrary and capricious manner.

Shellie Hoffman Crow, representing the District from Walsh Anderson; Dr. Rosalinda Hernandez, Area 3 Superintendent as the Superintendent’s designee; and Kent Ewing, principal of Bowie High School; representing the District, addressed the Board in response to the grievance.  Dr. Hernandez responded that Mr. Ewing had complied with the District’s policies and regulations, FM, Student Activities, regarding the size of the cheerleading team.  Mr. Ewing reviewed the process used for the cheerleading team tryouts and final selection.  Ms. Crow confirmed that the issue is not a legal issue and the principal followed the regulation adopted by the administration.

Ms. Meier requested in the rebuttal that Mr. Ewing reconsider the decision due to the participation restriction with drill team tryouts held the same evening forced the students to choose between the two programs.  The Bowie High School cheerleading team deserves greater parity with other sports programs at Bowie High School.  

Ms. Crow noted the precedent that would be set in changing the number of the Bowie High School cheerleading team at this point when a process was followed that was fairly applied for all students.

Board discussion included:  the size of all high school cheerleading teams; the affect of the natural breakpoints chosen; the variance between the judges; the conflict of drill team tryouts; the inclusion of all students that want to participate; and the Bowie High School cheerleaders participating in competitions.

Bowie High School Parents Level III Complaint II

Michelle Martin, Bowie High School parent, addressed the Board regarding a grievance appealed to the Board of Trustees pursuant to Board Policy FNG (LOCAL) concerning that Bowie High School did not comply with District Policy FM (Regulation), Student Activities, for the cheerleading team selection process.  Ms. Martin, representing the Bowie High School parents, requested that the alleged non-compliance be rectified.  The written performance criteria were not made available to the students before tryouts.  Ms. Martin expressed concerns related to three criteria listed on the judges’ criteria sheet: tumbling, confidence and memorization, that are not criteria on the cheerleading evaluation sheet.  

Dr. Hernandez noted that Policy FM (Regulation), Student Activities, was followed by Mr. Ewing, principal of Bowie High School.  There is not a requirement that the students be provided the evaluation sheet before the tryouts.  

Ms. Crow restated that this is not a legal argument, or policy/regulation argument.  The students were provided a written explanation of the criteria they would be judged on.

Ms. Martin reviewed in the rebuttal that the parents are requesting that this be corrected for this year and for the future years.   The criteria provided to the students was different from the criteria used by the judges for the tryouts.  

Ms. Crow reviewed in the rebuttal that administration felt confident that the students had a clear understanding of the criteria for evaluation.   Improvements can be made for future years, but changing this current decision would set a precedence for Bowie High School competitive activities and selection process.  Ms. Crow stressed that the administration is grateful to have parents concerned and involved with their students.

Further discussion by the Board included:  the participation and leadership in the cheerleader mock tryouts and the documentation that was provided to the students before tryouts.

At 8:15 p.m., President Valdez announced that the Board would adjourn into Executive Session.  

President Valdez reconvened the Executive Session at 8:19 p.m.  The Board adjourned the Executive Session at 9:18 p.m.

At 9:24 p.m., President Valdez reconvened the Special Board Meeting.

Bowie High School Parents Level III Complaint I

Ave Wahrmund made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves affirmation of the decision of the Level II Hearing Officer and deny the relief requested by the Bowie High School students and parents.  Patricia Whiteside seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

Robert Schneider noted that principal Kent Ewing has the ultimate authority and can change the number of cheerleaders to allow inclusion of students in the activity they want to participate in.

Bowie High School Parents Level III Complaint II

John Fitzpatrick made a motion that the Board of Trustees approves affirmation of the decision of the Level II Hearing Officer and deny the relief requested by the Bowie High School students and parents.  Ave Wahrmund seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

Robert Schneider requested that the administration use this opportunity to redefine the regulation and process for consistent outcomes.   

Adjournment

The Special Meeting adjourned at 9:28 p.m.







_____________________________________ 







Doyle Valdez, President of the Board

_________________________________ 

Ave Wahrmund, Secretary of the Board

