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SUBJECT:
Middle School Students Win State Science Awards

PRESENTER:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook, CAO, Division of Education


Dr. Peggy Gordon, Associate Superintendent for Middle Schools
RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees recognize and congratulate middle school students and coaches listed for outstanding accomplishments in science. 




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Students from Kealing, Lamar, and Paredes were recognized for their achievements at the 2004 Texas Science Olympiad and the ExxonMobile State Science Fair. 

The Texas Science Olympiad was held in College Station on April 23 and 24, 2004.  Kealing Middle School was recognized for finishing in 2nd place overall. Competition guidelines allow 5 former students to participate as ninth graders.  The 15 member team representing Kealing Jr. High consisted of 9 eighth graders, 1 seventh grader, and 5 ninth grade students coached by Lynn Kirby, Tom Campbell, Don Holzgrafe, Vidal Cid, and Adrian Carrales. It should be noted that the 2nd place ranking is due to a miscalculation of the event totals.  The team actually achieved a total score placing them in 1st place, but due to circumstances beyond our control was recognized for 2nd.  

The four member Paredes team of Rey Palacios, Tyler Pinson, Ricky Barba and Chris Ramirez placed 2nd in the Division B Pentathlon at the Olympiad. The team had to successfully complete a course of 5 obstacles consisting of both physical and academic challenges.  Team placement was determined by the lowest completion time in seconds.  Paredes teacher Angelica Toupard coached the Paredes team.

The ExxonMobile Texas State Science Fair was hosted by Texas Tech University on April 1-3, 2004 in Lubbock, TX.  Lamar Middle School student Sam Morrison entered and won 1st place in Botany at the Lamar Middle School Science Fair where over 600 student projects were judged. He then won 3rd place at the regional level before advancing to the state competition where he received the 1st place award for his project entitled, “How Does Artificial Gravity Affect Plant Growth?” He is now eligible to apply for participation in the national Science Fair to be held in Washington, DC.  His teacher/coach is Linda Burns.


ACTION REQUIRED
Board
Approval

CONTACT PERSON(S)

Bergeron Harris, Paredes Principal

Leroy Davis, Kealing Principal

Mike Atchley, Lamar Principal

Sharon McIlroy, Administrative Supervisor for Science

BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

Middle School Students win State Science Awards



I am honored tonight to recognize students and teachers from three middle schools for their outstanding achievements in science.  Students from Paredes and Kealing competed in the 2004 Texas Science Olympiad.  The Paredes team, coached by Angelica Toupard, placed 2nd in the Division B Pentathlon event.  The Kealing team, coached by Tom Campbell, Lynn Kirby, Vidal Cid, Don Holzgrafe, and Adrian Carrales, placed 2nd overall.  It should be noted that Kealing’s 2nd place overall ranking is due to a miscalculation of the event totals, and that the team actually achieved a total score placing them in 1st place.  Due to circumstances beyond their control, however, they received the 2nd place award, which is still a great honor.  


In another competition, Lamar Middle School student Sam Morrison, coached by Linda Burns, earned 1st place in the ExxonMobile Texas State Science Fair with his project entitled “How Does Artificial Gravity Affect Plant Growth?” 


The Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District commends and congratulates each of these excellent students on their outstanding accomplishments.

