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SUBJECT:
Replacement of Air-Conditioning Cooling Tower 

at  Kealing Junior High School

Award of Contract (EL-9)

PRESENTER:
Larry Throm, Chief Financial Officer

Paul Turner, Executive Director of Facilities


Curt Shaw, Director of Construction Management


RECOMMENDATION


That the Board of Trustees award a contract in the amount of $90,500 to Peak Pure Air Mechanical Contracting, Inc., for the replacement of the air-conditioning cooling tower at Kealing Junior High School.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The cooling tower at Kealing Junior High School is the original unit installed in 1986 and is in poor condition due to its age. It is often in need of repair or adjustment and is unreliable in performance and operates with low efficiency.  The normal life expectancy of this kind of cooling tower is 15 to 18 years.

The engineering firm of Energy Engineering Associates, Inc., provided AISD with the necessary design services and bid documents for the project.


The scope of this project includes removal of existing equipment and installation of the new cooling tower. During the pre-bid conference, it was determined that the existing electrical system was inadequate and additional wiring and conduit would need to be added to the scope of the project as an alternative bid.  The base bid and alternative bid for this project includes all the required cooling tower modifications, related electrical, piping, controls work, and factory-authorized start up.


Funds for this project are available from the AISD Construction Management annual maintenance and operations budget.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATION


The project was advertised in accordance with Board policy and state law.  A pre-bid conference was held at Kealing Junior High School on April 23, 2004, and a public bid opening was held in the offices of the AISD Construction Management Department on Thursday, May 13, 2004, at 3:00 PM.  The following bids were received:

	BIDDER
	BASE BID
	ALT. BID
	TOTAL



	Peak Pure Air Mechanical Contracting, Inc.
	$83,500
	$7,000
	$90,500

	Aspen Air, Inc.
	$92,855
	$5,145
	$98,000

	Central Texas Commercial. A/C & Heating, Inc
	$91,740
	$7,820
	$99,560

	Harkins Co.
	$99,917
	$6,983
	$106,900

	Way Service, Ltd.
	$103,500
	$7,681
	$111,181

	Airco Mechanical, Ltd.
	$105,500
	      No Bid
	No Total


It is the recommendation of the staff to accept both the base bid and the alternate bid in order to properly complete the tower replacement.

The low bidder, Peak Pure Air, has satisfactorily completed prior projects for the Austin Independent School District and is qualified to perform this work.

ACTION REQUIRED


Board approval
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