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SUBJECT:
Kealing Junior High School Science Olympiad Recognition 

PRESENTER:
Edward Leo



Area 1 Superintendent

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District recognize and congratulate the Science Team and Coaches of Kealing Junior High School, under the leadership of Principal Leroy Davis and Magnet Director Carol Hovland, for winning the State Science Olympiad for 2003. This is a first for any Austin Independent School District campus. It is evidence of the hard work and commitment to Science and Technology on this campus.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Science Olympiad started as a national competition in 1985.  Texas began participating in the early 1990’s.  The Science Olympiad is a national nonprofit organization devoted to improving the quality of science education, increasing student interest in science, and providing recognition of outstanding achievement in science education by both students and teachers.  These goals are accomplished through classroom activities, research, training workshops, and the encouragement of intramural, district, regional, state, and national tournaments.  The Science Olympiad Tournaments are rigorous academic interscholastic competitions, which consist of a series of twenty-three individual and team events students prepare for during the year.  The competitions follow the format of popular board games, TV shows, and athletic games.  These challenging and motivational events are well balanced between the various science disciplines of biology, earth science, chemistry, physics, computers, and technology.  There is also a balance between events requiring knowledge of science facts, concepts, processes, skills and application. The specific purposes of the tournaments are to bring science to life, to emphasize problem-solving aspects of science, and to promote high levels of achievement and commitment to excellence.

Several schools in Austin Independent School District have teams, but until Kealing won first place this year, no AISD School has ever won first place.  Kealing has won 2nd place for the last four years. 
The members of the Kealing Junior High School Science Olympiad Team are:

Maggie Albrecht

Natalie Bixler

Herakles Boradman

Amalia Beckner

Doan Dao

Trang Dao

Angelica Duron

Camille Estes

Erec Hillis

Karthish Manthiram

Ryan Newton

Gerber Olvera

Adriane Panzer

Isadora Rochin

Mari Serna

Rohit Sinha

Sean Spector

Ellie Souganidis

Andrea Walker

Sasha Woldman

The Coaches of the 2003 Kealing State Science Olympiad are:

Tom Campbell

Adrian Carrales

Larry Diamond

Don Holzgrafe

Lynn Kirby

Dennisi Ruez

ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval

CONTACT PERSON


Linda D. Clark, Administrative Assistant, Area 1

BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

Kealing Science Olympiad First Place Recognition 

It is with great pride that I recognize Kealing Junior High School’s Science Olympiad team for placing First in the State in the Science Olympiad State Tournament.  The Science Olympiad is a national nonprofit organization with the mission to improve the quality of K-12 science education throughout the nation.  The vision of the organization is to create a passion for learning science by supporting elementary and secondary Science Olympiad tournaments at the city, county, state, and national levels with an emphasis on Teamwork and commitment to excellence.  The Kealing Team and coaches have focused on achieving this goal with determination and commitment.  For the past four years the Kealing Team has received the second place state award. This year the Team is extremely proud of bringing the first place award to the Austin Independent School District for the first time.  The Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District commends and congratulates the Kealing Team, Coaches, and Administrators for this remarkable accomplishment. 

