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SUBJECT:
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PRESENTER:
Edward Leo



Area 1 Superintendent

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District recognize and congratulate Victoria Baldwin, Principal of Garza Independence High School, for being selected by the Texas School Safety Center’s 4th Annual Texas School Safety Summit as their recipient of the first annual educator “Hero of Safety Award”.  This highly prestigious award is evidence of her hard work and commitment to creating and sustaining a violence free high school.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION


On March 3, 2003, the Texas School Safety Center at Southwest Texas State University funded by the Governor and the Criminal Justice Division announced the awarding of the first Annual “Hero of Safety Award”, Educator Division.  This organization serves as an ongoing resource providing training and technical assistance in Texas to reduce youth violence and promote safety.

Victoria Baldwin, Principal of Garza Independence High School, was named as its recipient.  The Vera Institute for Justice, as well as the United States Departments of Justice and Education, have acknowledged Garza Independence High School nationally in other categories.  Ms. Baldwin received this award for her leadership in creating and sustaining a violence free high school. The Garza Independence High School Community is proud of its violence free culture, which is grounded in respect for each individual and has a record of never having had an act of violence or weapon in its five years of operation. 
ACTION REQUIRED

Board Approval

CONTACT PERSON


Linda D. Clark, Administrative Assistant, Area 1

BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

Texas School Safety Center Award

I am honored to recognize Victoria Baldwin for receiving the Texas School Safety Center’s “Hero of Safety Award.”  The Texas School Safety Center is a collaborative effort of the Governor’s Office, Criminal Justice Division, and Southwest Texas State University.  It serves as an ongoing resource providing training and technical assistance in Texas to reduce violence and promote safety.  Ms. Baldwin was given this award for her leadership in creating and sustaining a violence free high school.  The Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District recognizes the Garza Independence High School community for maintaining a violence free culture, grounded in respect for each individual, and congratulates Ms. Baldwin and the Garza Independence High School community for its outstanding record of never having had an act of violence or weapon in its five years of operation.

