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 SUBJECT:
Presentation of College Preparation Best Practices (R3.2, 3.3)

PRESENTERS:
Dr. Denise Collier, Director of Curriculum




Dr. Mary Sondgeroth, Interim Director of Counseling




RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees dialogue with experts and staff regarding how best to prepare students for college opportunities.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Researchers and educational experts agree that in order for students to be prepared to successfully participate in postsecondary education today, they must have access to and be encouraged to take advantage of a challenging curriculum that addresses their specific needs while in high school.   Based upon data from a longitudinal study of beginning postsecondary students, Horn and Kojaku (2001) concluded that students who participate in rigorous high school curricula have a consistent advantage relative to their peers who complete a core curriculum or lower.  Findings from their study suggested that the level of rigor in students’ high school curricula is strongly related to their degree of persistence in postsecondary education, particularly in terms of whether they stayed on track to a bachelor’s degree.  In fact, they found that high school curriculum was a stronger predictor of bachelor degree attainment than either standardized test scores or other high school academic performance measures.

Research findings suggestive of “best practices” in building a rigorous high school program preparing students for college success include the following:

· Building a coherent K-16 program for all students so that they are ready for the rigor of a challenging high school and college experience—Focusing only on high school program improvement as a means to better preparing students for college will “flounder unless they are nested within a broader structure.” (Haycock, 2001)  One level of education does not control all of the means to reach the goals of college preparedness for students. A K-16 structure is critical to the success of improving high schools for all students. (Haycock, 2001)

· Connecting K-16, college, and careers—Too often high school students are not motivated because they don’t see the relevance of their educational experience to the real world.  If students know what career fields they plan to pursue and have experiences that connect their schoolwork (high school and college) to reaching their career goals, they then understand the “why” of the educational process and are more likely to succeed. (Hull, 2002)

· Ensuring that ALL students, regardless of ethnicity or income master challenging curriculum--Students from low-income families, and students whose parents have no college education are less likely to complete a rigorous high school curriculum.  However, participation in a challenging high school curriculum is a predictor of college success.  (Horn and Kojaku, 2001, Warburton, Bugarin, & Nunez, 2001)  Therefore, the purpose of high school should be that all graduates will be engaged in a rigorous curriculum that prepares them to pursue postsecondary education and training without remediation.  (Haycock, 2001)

· Closing the achievement gap in college entrance examination results--Performance on SAT and ACT examinations indicate that an achievement gap persists between White students and both African-American and Hispanic students  (The College Board, 2001 National and State Reports).  U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige has encouraged school districts across the country to specifically address this gap in order to ensure that all students are prepared for successful postsecondary enrollment.

· Helping students identify and successfully apply to postsecondary institutions appropriate to their interests and talents--Gifted students, who may be drawn to the most selective colleges and universities, with highly competitive application reviews, may need special help in understanding what colleges look for and how to approach the application process.  Helping gifted students learn about themselves and the variety of career options possible should start in middle school; programs should be developed to include under-achieving gifted students (Berger, 1989)

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

We, as educators, policymakers and citizens must recognize the specific challenges that our school community faces.

Tonight, external educational experts, along with district staff, will share their insights within the context of the following key questions. The expert speakers participating in the dialogue will be Brian Taylor, UT Admissions Representative for Central Texas; and

Dr. Mary Hensley, ACC Associate Vice-President for Instruction.

The key questions are:

1) How can we identify and encourage students who might not otherwise do so to consider college in their postsecondary plans?

2) What do we know about ‘best practices’ in developing a K-16 system that enables all students to pursue and successfully complete postsecondary education toward a meaningful career?

3) What do we know about ‘best practices’ in closing the gaps among ethnic subgroups in postsecondary enrollment preparation?

ACTION REQUIRED

None

CONTACT PERSON(S)

Dr. Darlene Westbrook

Dr. Denise Collier,

Dr. Mary Sondgeroth
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