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SUBJECT:
Recognition of Student Artists, National First Place Winners for Scholastic Arts Competition

PRESENTER:
Denise Collier, Director for Curriculum and Instruction




RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees approve the resolution recognizing these art students and their art teachers.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, in their 81st year, are the largest, longest-running, and most prestigious recognition programs for creative young people in the United States.

Eighty regional partners sponsor local competitions.  Award-winning work from these regional competitions is sent to New York City to be scrutinized by panels of distinguished artists.
On the national level, individual works are eligible to receive Pinnacle, Gold or Silver Awards in sixteen art categories.  Pinnacle Awards are granted to the single most exemplary work in each category.  Gold Awards are presented to outstanding works in each category.  Silver Awards are the next level of recognition, and are granted to works that demonstrate exceptional merit.

The national award recipients are honored at an awards ceremony in New York City in June.  The Scholastic Art Awards Exhibition, held at the Corcoran Gallery of Art, features more than 200 works of art from the top Art Award categories.  Award-winners, and all of the student winners and their teachers are invited to an awards ceremony at Carnegie Hall.  

Austin ISD had three national winners for 2004.  Lauren Ford student at Austin High School won an American Visions Award for her drawing “Gretchen”.  Her art teacher is Jeff Seckar-Martinez.  Lauren’s piece will be displayed at the Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. from June 19 through August 2, 2004.  Lauren and her family are invited to the awards ceremony at Carnegie Hall in New York City on June 10, 2004.

Austin High School student, Melanie Radford and McCallum High School student, Margaret Rhodes won Silver Awards.  Melanie’s graphic design entitled, “Bottles”, was a still life of bottles rendered with graphic markers on illustration board.  Margaret created
a mixed media collage using newspaper entitled, “Self-Portrait”.

ACTION REQUIRED

Board approval.




CONTACT PERSON

Kristen Marstaller

BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

National First Place Winners for Scholastic Arts Competition

It is my privilege to recognize Austin High art student, Lauren Ford and her art teacher, Jeff Seckar-Martinez; Austin High art student, Melanie Radford and her art teacher, Tamara Hoover; and McCallum art student, Margaret Rhodes and her art teacher, Carol Beth Torrance for outstanding achievement as national winners in the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.  Lauren, Melanie, and Margaret were three of only 200 students out of 250,000 to win this national award and be honored at Carnegie Hall in June of 2004.  Lauren Ford’s work will be displayed in the Corcoran Museum in Washington, D.C., from June 19 through August 2, 2004.  The Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District is honored to be represented by such talented and dedicated students and teachers and acknowledges their exemplary student achievement in the visual arts.
