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AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Covington Middle School

PUBLIC HEARING                       APRIL 20, 2004

Presiding Officer





         Vice President Ingrid Taylor

On this the 20th day of April 2004, at 7:00 p.m., members of the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District met in the Covington Middle School Theater, 3700 Convict Hill, Austin, Texas.  The following members were present, to wit:  Johna Edwards, John Fitzpatrick, Robert Schneider, and Ingrid Taylor.  The following members were absent, to wit:  Cheryl Bradley, Rudy Montoya, Jr., Doyle Valdez, Ave Wahrmund, and Patricia Whiteside.  

The Board found and determined that, in accordance with the policies and Order of this Board and with Chapter 551 (Open Meetings) of the Texas Government Code, as amended, the notice of the meeting has been properly complied with, including the posting of notice as to time, date, place of the meeting, and the subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

Public Hearing on Bond Election

At 7:08 p.m., Vice President Taylor opened the meeting with introductory remarks related to the 2004 Bond Initiative.  Ms. Taylor expressed appreciation to the members of the Citizens Bond Advisory Committee for developing the comprehensive report for Board consideration.  

Staff Presentation on Bond Proposal

Dr. Pat Forgione, Superintendent, provided an overview of the needs related to the proposed 2004 Bond Initiative.  The Citizens’ Bond Advisory Committee made a final recommendation to the Board of Trustees in the amount of $420,381,033.  The CBAC categorized the projects into three areas:  overcrowding affecting student learning, providing a safe and secure learning environment, and protecting our current investment by replacing worn out facilities.  

Paul Turner, Director of Bond Development and Execution, reviewed the membership of the Citizens Bond Advisory Committee (CBAC) and the details of the recommendations for the proposed 2004 Bond Initiative.

Public Comment

Amy Crutchfield, an LBJ High School parent:  support for proposed bond items for LBJ High School.

Jeri Saper, a McCallum High School parent:  support for including the Performing Arts Theater and fine arts facility renovations at McCallum High School.  

Renee Rainey, a Cowan Elementary School parent: support for proposed renovations for gymnasiums and covered play slab areas for outside physical education.

Lynn Bridge, a parent of students attending the District:  support for including the Performing Arts Center at McCallum High School.

Ruby Rivera, parent of a McCallum High School Fine Arts Academy student:  support for including the Performing Arts Center and fine arts facility at McCallum High School.

Amber Rivera, a student at McCallum High School in the Fine Arts Academy:  support for including a Performing Arts Center at McCallum High School.

Anita Anderson:  support for acquisition of land in southwest Austin for a new middle school.

Cliff Anderson, a member of Oak Hill Homeowners Association:  support for including the construction of a middle school in southwest Austin.

Chuck Space, parent of a McCallum High School Fine Arts Academy student:  support for including a Performing Arts Center and fine arts facilities at McCallum High School.

Carolyn Merritt, member of Circle C Homeowners Association and Education Chair:  support for including the construction of a middle school in southwest Austin.

Pamela Walsh, parent of Kiker Elementary School students:  support for including land acquisition and construction of a new middle school in southwest Austin.

Jim O’Reilly, a parent of four children in the Kiker Elementary School and Bailey Middle School:  support for including the construction of a middle school in southwest Austin.

Ed Scruggs, newly elected member of Circle C Homeowners Association Board:  support for including the construction of a new middle school in southwest Austin.

Quentin Fennessy, president of Circle C Homeowners Association:  support for expansion of bond initiative to include the construction of a middle school in southwest Austin, the Performing Arts Center at McCallum High School, and new science and technology wing at Travis High School.

Ken Rigsbee, former student of  AISD:  support for including the construction of a new middle school in southwest Austin.

Katherine Lindley, parent of a McCallum High School student:  support of proposed renovations in the McCallum High School auxiliary band hall in a timely manner and including the construction of Performing Arts Center.

Diane Clayton, parent of a Covington Middle School band student:  support of including an auxiliary band hall at Covington Middle School.

Colleen Fennessy, a young student:  support for building a middle school in southwest Austin,

Sigrid Levi-Baum, parent of an LBJ High School student:  support for the proposed items in the bond initiative related to LBJ High School.

Bruce Perrin, Oak Hill resident and president of the Oak Hill Association of Neighborhoods:  support for including the construction of a new middle school in southwest Austin.

Steven Urban, Circle C Homeowners Association Board member:  support for including the construction of a middle school in southwest Austin.

Leigh Cox, parent of four children: support for construction and land acquisition for a new middle school in southwest Austin and expansion of the bond package to meet the District needs.

Jane Jamison; parent of McCallum High School current and former students:  support for including the Performing Arts Center at McCallum High School and expansion of bond initiative for meeting the District’s needs.

Sharon Westmoreland, parent of a McCallum High School current and former students:  support for including the Performing Arts Center and fine arts facility renovations at McCallum High School.

Bryan Smith, parent of a Travis High School student:  support for expansion of the bond initiative.

John Prather, graduate of AISD and parent of Austin High School student:  concerned about the financial state of the District.

Joanne Bruner, citizen of the community:  support for expansion of the bond initiative to meet the needs of the District.

Sean Tarrant:  support for expansion of the bond initiative for construction of a new middle school in southwest Austin.

Stephanie Stone, parent of four children and former teacher:  support for including the construction of a new middle school in southwest Austin.

Susan Kaderka, parent of a McCallum High School Fine Arts Academy student:  support for including the Performing Arts Center at McCallum High School.

Ron Hill, southwest Austin resident and member of 1990 Bond Oversight Committee:  support including the construction for a new middle school in southwest Austin.

Kim Tran, parent of an LBJ High School student:  support for content of proposed bond initiative related to LBJ High School.

Scott Higgins, parent of a Kiker Elementary School student:  support for bond expansion to meet the needs of the District and construction of a new middle school in southwest Austin.

David Richardson, member of Oak Hill Homeowners Association:  support for including the construction of a new middle school in southwest Austin.

Vice President Taylor announced two Board Work Sessions scheduled for the Board to continue discussing the proposed 2004 Bond Initiative on Tuesday, April 27th, and Monday, May 3rd, in the Board Auditorium.  

Additional speaker, Jennifer Gale, addressed the Trustees regarding District needs and desegregation.

Conclusion

The public hearing concluded at 8:47 p.m.







____________________________________ 







Ingrid Taylor, Vice President of the Board

_________________________________ 

Johna Edwards, Trustee District 3

