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SUBJECT:
Kealing Middle School Student Erin Markert Named 2004 Texas State Champion in the Reader’s Digest National Word Power Challenge (EL-3)

PRESENTER:
Dr. Darlene Westbrook, CAO Division of Education




Dr. Peggy Gordon, Associate Superintendent for Middle Schools


RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees recognize and congratulate Erin Markert as the 2004 Texas State Champion in the Reader’s Digest National Power Challenge. 




BACKGROUND INFORMATION


This is the second year of the Reader’s Digest National Word Power Challenge, a vocabulary contest designed for schools nationwide with any or all of grades four through eight.  Students from all fifty states, the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands, the U.S. Virgin Islands, the Department of Defense Dependent Schools, as well as home-schooled students, were invited to participate.  There are four levels of competition: classroom, grade, state and national.  To advance to the state level each grade level winner must take a qualifying test.  Only up to one hundred of the highest-scoring students in a state or territory advance to the state level.  The first place winner from each state competition advances to the national level.


In state and national competitions a “quiz master” asks questions that test whether students know the definitions of selected words. Some questions require a straight definition; others require knowledge of a word's antonym or its proper use in a sentence. Students may be asked questions about words derived from other languages and words categorized by different themes or topics. Answers may be requested in writing and/or orally. The decisions of officials at each level of competition are final.

Erin Markert was named 2004 State Champion at the Texas competition coordinated by Project Learn of San Antonio qualifying her for advancement to the national level competition held at Walt Disney World in Florida, March 28-29, 2004 where more than 4,100 schools participated. 


ACTION REQUIRED

Board approval.

CONTACT PERSON(S)

Jeanne Goka, Kealing Middle School Magnet Director

James Webster, Kealing Teacher

BOARD RECOGNITION STATEMENT

Kealing Middle School Student Erin Markert Named

2004 Texas State Champion in the Reader’s Digest 

National Word Power Challenge 
It is with great pride that I recognize Kealing Middle School 7th grader Erin Markert as the 2004 Texas State Champion of the Reader’s Digest National Word Power Challenge.  Before competing at the State level, Erin completed at the classroom and grade levels, and passed a qualifying test.  The qualifying test determines the highest-scoring students in the state, who then advance to the state level competition.

Winners at the state level go on to compete at the national level.  In the state and national competitions, a “quiz master” asks questions that test students’ knowledge of word definitions, antonyms, and proper word use.  Students are also asked questions about words derived from other languages. The Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District commends and congratulates Erin Markert on this most impressive achievement, and wishes her the best of luck with her future endeavors.

