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SUBJECT:
Recognition of Ms. Janet Nichols, Teacher at Kocurek Elementary School, Statewide Recipient of the Veterans of Foreign Wars National Citizenship Education Award (EL-3)
PRESENTER:
Dr. Rosalinda Hernandez


Area 2 Superintendent 

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District recognize and congratulate Ms. Janet Nichols for being the recipient of the Veterans of Foreign Wars National Citizenship Education Award for the K-5 category.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Ms. Janet Nichols, 3rd grade teacher at Kocurek Elementary School, has been honored as being the recipient of the Veterans of Foreign Wars National Citizenship Education Award.  The Veterans of Foreign Wars sponsors an annual competition for the National Citizenship Award.  It is given to a teacher who promotes the values of being a good citizen as well as pride for our country.  The Ladies’ Auxiliary of a local VFW post nominates teachers.  The nominees are sent to the VFW district level competition, and then to statewide competition.  A selection committee chooses one statewide winner for each of the categories as follows: Kinder-5th, 6th - 8th, and 9th - 12th.   Ms. Janet Nichols was awarded in the K-5 level.  These three winners will advance to the national competition in Washington D.C.

Ms. Nichols is a certified Gifted and Talented Teacher that currently teaches 3rd grade. She has dedicated 29 years of service to children, 17 of those years at Kocurek.  Ms. Nichols has also served as the Math Specialist for the campus as well as the Grade Level Chair.   

Members of VFW Post 3377 from Manchaca and the Ladies' Auxiliary have visited Ms. Nichols class twice a year (Veterans' Day and Presidents' Day) for the past 14 years.

They came to share their experiences as well as educate the students on patriotism, the flag and pride in our country.    An independent committee who looks at the nominee’s portfolios chooses the recipients of the award.  The portfolios consist of things that are done in class throughout the year that promotes good citizenship.  Some of the items included in Ms. Nichols are making Valentines for the Veterans in the Veterans' Hospital, writing compositions on subjects such as, "Why I'm Proud to Be an American" or” What Freedom Means to Me."  Her students also presented an assembly for the school on Veterans' Day by reading poems about the flag and singing patriotic songs.  Her class participated in the "Celebrate America" concert at night for the parents--they learned 12 patriotic songs for this concert.   

Ms. Nichols was awarded the Veterans of Foreign Wars National Citizenship Education Award for the K-5 category on January 25, 2003, at the VFW State Convention banquet.
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     Janet Nichols earned National Citizenship Education Award

It is my privilege to announce that Janet Nichols, a 3rd grade teacher at Kocurek Elementary School, has been honored as being the statewide recipient of the Veterans of Foreign Wars National Citizenship Education Award for the K through 5 category. The Veterans of Foreign Wars sponsors an annual competition for the National Citizenship Award, given to teachers who promote the values of being a good citizen as well as pride for our country.   It is with great pride that the Board of Trustees of the Austin Independent School District commends and congratulates Janet Nichols for this illustrious honor.

